The village can trace its roots back to the 1200’s where there was a house on the current site of Wrest Park, the 19th-century mansion in the style of a French chateau, that Silsoe is probably best known for.
Silsoe has an interesting history, and in 1563 there were 21 families registered. Population growth was then driven by the needs of Wrest Park.
The population of Silsoe was fairly constant through the early 1900’s with around 600 people living in the village. However, in 1971 this doubled to 1200 people with the construction of new houses. There was a gradual increase thereafter until major house building on the old Cranfield university site increased the population to over 3700 as at the 2021 census.
This is a 600% increase over the last 50 years and looks set to continue with planning for upwards of 500 new homes currently in submission.
Silsoe very much grew up around the High Street and the amount of traffic running through the village was relieved somewhat by the construction of the A6 relief road in the 1980’s. However, the large increase in population and the expansion of Wrest Park activities has put great strain on the traffic in the village which has been largely ignored by Central Bedfordshire Council. 
The village has several amenities including a community sports and leisure centre, lower school, village hall, church, pub, 5 play areas, Coop, fish and chip shop, hairdressers, estate agents and beauty salon.
However, managing the population growth has not been easy and bringing together the communities in the old and new parts of the village has been challenging.
Moving from a predominantly older demographic to a younger one is rarely at the forefront of housing developers and planners. Therefore, whilst families with younger children are well catered for, as the children grow older there are challenges with finding them things to do in the village and naturally this can cause issues.
Many activities that are undertaken by older children such as sports teams, skateparks and youth clubs are found in local towns and villages, which all require transport. 
Unfortunately, Silsoe lacks the space and funding to provide facilities currently for older children. 
The Parish Council are doing their best to provide a village for all, but as it grows, with limited funding from council tax, this is proving challenging.
The table below lists the facilities within the village and where the nearest option can be found elsewhere in locality.
	Facility
	Within Silsoe
	Nearest Locality

	C of E Church
	Yes
	

	Public House
	Yes
	

	Community Sports Centre and Gym
	Yes
	

	Young Person Play Areas
	Yes
	

	Private Dentist
	Yes
	

	Allotments
	Yes
	

	NHS Dentist
	No
	Barton Le Clay

	Doctors
	No
	Barton Le Clay

	Hospital
	No
	Luton or Bedford

	Hairdresser
	Yes
	

	Beautician
	Yes
	

	Lower School
	Yes
	

	Middle and Upper Schools
	No
	Barton Le Clay, Harlington, Amthill

	Supermarket
	Yes
	Larger supermarkets at Flitwick, Shefford and Bedford

	Fish and Chip Shop
	Yes
	

	Other Takeaways
	No
	Flitwick, Barton, Shefford

	Skate Park
	No
	Flitwick, Shefford

	Bike Track
	No
	Shefford

	Youth Clubs
	No
	Flitwick

	
	
	

	
	
	




