

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr McGrory (Chair), Cllr Mann, Cllr Royer, Cllr Willard, Cllr Virgo, Cllr Appleman, Central Beds Ward Cllr Anna French.
Cllr Gearey via Zoom
01/26 To appoint a Chair and Vice-Chair to the Parish council:
Due to Peter Offer resigning from the PC with immediate effect the first item for business required is for election of a Chair. Cllr McGrory nominated herself for a temporary period until May 2026, proposed by Cllr Royer, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
Due to Cllr McGrory stepping into the position of Chair there is a vacancy for Vice- Chair, this again will be a temporary position to be reviewed May 2026, Cllr Willard nominated himself, proposed by Cllr Virgo, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed.
02/26 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kevan, Central Beds Ward Cllr Liz Childs. No interests declared.
03/26 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 10th December 2025 Proposed by Cllr Virgo, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed.
04/26 Public participation:
The allocated time given to public participation was discussed, it was agreed that 5 minutes should be allocated to each resident, if further time is required the issue will be included on the agenda for the next meeting. Proposed by Cllr Mann, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed.
A resident raised concerns for the speed of vehicles travelling along west End Road and into Vicarage Rd. Her property is situated on a bend, and a vehicle has already damaged her wall on one occasion, her property is in close proximity to the road making it dangerous if vehicles do crash. The motorbikes are also causing a noise nuisance. Cllr French has previously followed this up with CBC and requested a Traffic Management assessment of the village and it was concluded that everything was within acceptable limits. Cllr Gearey offered to contact PCSO Sarah Carne to see if she would visit the resident and discuss options? Cllr Willard has contacted Google maps requesting the road be removed as it is a hazard. Vehicles exiting wrest park also do tend to turn right, Clerk will contact English Heritage and West Park Enterprises and ask that they remind staff to please turn left out of the junction rather than travel through the village.
05/26 Report by Ward Councillors:
Ward Cllr French updated Cllrs that:
· Clerk asked for further information regarding the CBC Budget, one of the supporting documents indicated a potential cut to funding for the Horticultural Centre, Cllr French will look into this.
· Cllrs commented that maybe CBC should be looking at Staff, particularly management roles for cuts to salary?
06/26 Finances:
Payments for January 2026:
Website/social media £162.00
D Granger £1,890.00
Village hall 50.00
N Power £1,120.40 (lighting) £94.65 (Allotments)
Anglian water £639.07 & £19.22
A Muskett £113.40
PD & Co £35.40
Payments proposed by Cllr Willard, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed. Clerk will set up payments.
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £141,178 (total last meeting was £136,051, and both figures exclude the VAT values which can be reclaimed). The main costs over the month have been:
· Hedge trimming around cricket field of £1,295 excluding VAT
· N-Power bill for £1,120.40 
The PC has not received any income in the last month.
 The bank account balances are:
 
Current a/c              £4,779.64        was £10,440.69 
Deposit a/c         £407,877.35        was £407,877.35
Nationwide           £89,561.08        was £89,561.08
 Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £498,872.27 (balance last meeting was £504,383.18). There are no old un-cleared payments.
 There are currently reserved balances of:
                £2,247                   Allotment deposits                      was £2,247
                £30,812                 Bloor Play Area                            was £30,812
                £24,181                 Community Woodland               was £24,181
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £79,676                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £79,676
                £83,999                 Sports Centre                               was £83,999
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
                £5,097                   Village Orchard                            was £5,097
                £106,761               Village Park                                  was £108,056
 This forecast for the end of the current year has £52,753 of unallocated funds available for new projects (last month £52,757), virtually unchanged from last month.
Cllrs discussed the possibility of reducing the grass cutting in the village as follows:
Cricket pitch, 30 cuts.
Football pitch 40 cuts down to 30 cuts.
Villag cuts reduce to 14 cuts.
Clerk has written to the Luton cricket team and declined their proposal; Cllr Willard will explore if there is a possibility of resurrecting village cricket.
Cllrs held a separate Budget meeting whereby the costings for next financial year were discussed alongside possible savings. The final draft budget was presented by Cllr Willard, Cllr Virgo proposed adopting the budget for 2026/27, seconded by Cllr Royer, all agreed.
Cllr Virgo proposed an increase of 7.5% to the Precept for financial year 2026/27 which is the total required to cover the budget. Seconded by Cllr Royer, all agreed. Clerk will submit the documents.
 07/26 Planning:
CB/25/03350/FULL 10 Bedford Avenue, Silsoe, Bedford, MK45 4ER. Erection of single storey rear extension, side fenestration changes and demolition of conservatory. No objection.
CB/TCA/25/00588 Works to Trees within a Conservation Area: Reduce Apple Trees (2) to previous reduction points. Applewood, 26 West End Road, Silsoe, Bedford, MK45 4DU. No objections, referred to Tree Officer.
CB/25/01667/RM Land adjoining Taymer Nursing Home, Barton Road, Silsoe, Bedford, MK45 4QP
Reserved Matters: following Outline Application CB/21/03406/OUT (Outline Application: Redevelopment to provide a retirement community (Use Class C2) consisting of up to 165 extra care homes (12 houses and 153 apartments) 223 parking spaces.
I'm writing to respond on behalf of Silsoe Parish Council to extra information submitted relating to the above application. You may recall, I wrote to you on the 16th July 2025 expressing concern that the required Landscape Management Plan had not been provided. However, I note that this has now happened, and it is this document that I am primarily commenting on.
 Sadly, our experience as a Parish Council is that these plans essentially amount to a work of fiction. Much detail is given of planting schemes and maintenance schedules, but the reality is that after a short period of adherence, this lapses and there is no real means of addressing the problem. The result is that the landscape concerned becomes untidy, plants die and are not replaced, and the eventual responsibility frequently falls on the Parish Council to chase the company to rectify the situation. This is an extra duty the Council could do without.
 Referring specifically to this plan, again we have much detail of their intentions. However, one fact that leaps out is that they are proposing that the initial management will only last for a period of 12 months!  Admittedly, they talk of alternatively passing the responsibility on to a contractor, but there are no details of who this will be or for how long they will operate. I'm sure you will agree that all the proposed measures are effectively meaningless if there is no information on what will happen after just one year. These management plans usually provide for periods of 5 to 10 years post completion, so it is particularly concerning that this detail is missing.
 I put together our overall concerns for the original outline application and delivered them at the DMC. However, they don't appear in the list of documents with this one. Could I ask that those comments are combined with this e-mail to make clear Silsoe Parish Council's views?
 CB/25/02076/OUT Land east of High Street and north of Leigh Wood Place, Silsoe, Outline Application: for the erection of up to 103 dwellings including affordable housing, with public open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage system (Suds) and vehicular access. All matters reserved except for means of access.
Response: One of our main concerns with this application was access and the latest proposals do nothing to allay those worries. The entry point on the latest plans is in a wholly unacceptable and dangerous place. The lack of visibility in either direction would make safety a real issue, especially for vehicles departing the development. I'm sure Highways will investigate and concur, that this is not a problem that can be solved by reducing the height of the vegetation either side of the access point, as suggested by the applicant. To achieve this the hedges would have to be reduced to the point where their role as a natural shield concealing the development would be completely lost. This gateway is the historical access point for the farmer which would have been used infrequently. It would never be suitable as an entry point for a major housing development.
 I note the applicant also now claims the access point from Leigh Woods Place will only be for emergency use, but I see no detail of how that will be achieved. If the access is for vehicles, how will it be restricted? Signposts will be ignored and residents will have the kind of through traffic they fear.
 Notwithstanding the changes to density etc, the above remains the Council's main concern and I see no real evidence that these matters are being addressed. This site as proposed is simply not viable and the Parish Council reaffirms its objection to the application.
08/26 Projects:
1. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
With Cllr Offer stepping down, the Roles and Responsibilities were reviewed and agreed:
Cllr McGrory: Planning and S106, liaison.
Cllr Willard: Finance, banking and mandate, Payroll, Cricket pitch.
Cllr Virgo: Allotments, Defibrillators, mandate, social media
Cllr Gearey: Grounds maintenance, grass and hedges, The Orchard, mandate, Sports centre liaison, Police liaison.
Cllr Royer: Traffic management, trees.
Cllr Mann: Play area inspections, open spaces, Liaison with Community groups, noticeboards, newsletter, The Orchard.
Cllr Appleman: Fix my street, play areas, The Orchard.

A number of lights are no working near the Sorts Centre, Cllr Appleman will report them and if the response is that the road is not adopted, he will contact the Ward Cllrs.

2. TREE SURVEY AND UPDATE:
Cllr Royer will look into a tree survey and works required.

3. COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW:
Comments have been submitted to CBC as agreed at the last meeting.


4. COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT:
Cllr Willard has prepared a mission statement for the PC, which was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. Cllr Royer proposed adopting the statement, seconded by Cllr Virgo all agreed. Clerk will make arrangements for it to be added to the website and noticeboards; Cllr Virgo will look at adding it to FB.

5. MEETING DATES AND TIMES:
Cllr McGrory proposed changing the meeting dates to the second Monday of the month to accommodate a resident joining the PC, Clerk expressed concerns for this as she has a prior weekly commitment which may mean she is late arriving at meetings depending due to rush hour traffic, Cllrs were happy to accept Clerk may be late on occasions.

6. LEISURE PARISH SCHEDULES:
P Offer will update the Schedule and Cllrs will consider additional items for Cllrs to consider.

7. CRICKET PITCH:
Discussed earlier under finance.
.
09/26 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Crime update
· Community and Partnership update
· CBC Environmental forum
· CBC Recycling updates
· CBC leisure strategy reminder
· Rural bulletin
· Draft budget forum at CBC 20th January 2026
· CPM have been in contact regarding the Plantation view play surface, Cllr Appleman will make arrangements to inspect it. Cllr Willard expressed concerns for the High St North play area, the surface is very slippy, Clerk will ask CPM to look at it.
· A resident has contacted the PC regarding safety and lack of lighting when walking from Wrest Park to High Street, Clerk will recommend she contacts Wrest Park Enterprises.
· 
10/26 AOB
· No response as yet to recruitment advertisements 
11/26 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Monday 9th February 7pm

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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