

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr McGrory (Chair), Cllr Mann, Cllr Gearey, Cllr Royer, Cllr Virgo, Cllr Appleman, Central Beds Ward Cllr Liz Childs.
12/26 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kevan, Cllr Willard, Central Beds Ward Cllr Anna French. Cllr Virgo declared an interest in the Allotment discussions, as a member of the Committee and an Allotment holder.
13/26 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 14th January 2026 Proposed by Cllr Virgo, seconded by Cllr Royer, all agreed.
14/26 Public participation:
A young resident attended to ask if she can do her Duke of Edinburgh volunteering carrying out litter picking in the Parish? Cllrs were supportive of this, and Clerk has agreed to record the details and submit the report. Clerk asked if the resident could email her weekly with what areas have been covered and send some photographs to so that they can be used as supportive evidence. 
15/26 Report by Ward Councillors:
This item was deferred until Cllr Childs arrived at approximately 8pm.
Ward Cllr Childs updated Cllrs that:
· Potholes in West End Rd have now been filled; some smaller ones remain untouched. Cllrs reported there are a number of potholes along Ampthill Rd and by the old George pub.
· Cllr Childs met with the resident that attended the previous meeting to discuss vehicle issues and dangers along Vicarage Rd, Cllr Childs has contacted Highways. A one-way rote has been discussed on previous occasions and was raised again as a suggestion.
· Cllr Childs raised the issue of lighting in West End Rd, Clerk has contacted the contractor who will look into this, he is away at the moment but will inspect upon his return. Clerk will also ask for his general advice regarding whether there is adequate lighting in West End Rd. It’s a tricky situation as some residents are in favour of additional lighting and others would like to keep the rural feel and not add to light pollution.
· Glass recycling will be collected from 30th March 2026.
· Taylor Wimpey will be progressing with the Barton development in coming weeks; the access will be into Barton not directly onto the A6. Cllr Childs confirmed that S106 money has been allocated to the Doctor’s surgery, she will contact them to clarify what the additional funding will be used for?
· There has been a social media post outlining continued shop lifting at the Co-op and the effects this is having on the staff. Cllr Gearey and Cllr Childs previously met with the Co-op to discuss ways of addressing this whilst also providing a safe environment for both staff and customers, Cllr Childs will arrange another meeting and include PCSO Sarah Carne. 
· There is a community safety session on 17th May for residents, Clerk will confirm if there is another one before?
· Cllr Childs updated Cllrs that she is now the Portfolio holder for Community Safety and Deputy Portfolio holder for Children’s services.
· It was agreed to move agenda item 18/26 Meeting dates and times to discuss with ward Cllrs. It was agreed that meetings will continue on second Wednesday of the month at 7pm in the village hall for the foreseeable future. Clerk has a commitment on the first Wednesday of the month at the moment, once her commitment has ended the meetings will move to the first Wednesday of the month at 7pm, this will enable Ward Cllrs to attend the meetings as they are unable to commit to Mondays as was previously suggested.
· Cllr Childs confirmed there is no planned cuts to funding for the Horticultural centre.
· Ward Cllrs agreed to consider a stand at the summer fun day on 4th July at the Millenium Green.
· Cllr Childs has been contacted by a resident concerning overgrown trees in Obelisk way, she has reported this to CBC.
16/26 Finances:
Payments for February 2026:
Website/social media £162.00
D Granger £336.00
Village hall 30.00
Mazars, external audit £756.00
N Power £62.13
Payments proposed by Cllr Royer, seconded by Cllr Virgo, all agreed. Clerk will set up payments.
Clerk will make amendments to the Bank mandates, adding Cllr Willard and removing Cllr Offer, this will be for both Barclays and Nationwide. Cllr Willard will take over payroll on his return.
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £141,870 (total last meeting was £141,178, and both figures exclude the VAT values which can be reclaimed). 
The PC has not received anything in the last month.
The bank account balances as of Feb 6th are:
 Current a/c              £1,088.63        was £4,779.64. 
Deposit a/c         £407,877.35        was £407,877.35
Nationwide           £89,561.08        was £89,561.08
 Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £497,999.06 (balance last meeting was £498,872.27). There are no old un-cleared payments, but the Parish Council is owed £7,416 for VAT on payments made for invoices dated up to the end of January and a claim for this is being put together by the Clerk. Proposed by Cllr Royer, seconded by Cllr Virgo.
 There are currently reserved balances of:
                £2,247                   Allotment deposits                      was £2,247
                £30,812                 Bloor Play Area                            was £30,812
                £24,181                 Community Woodland               was £24,181
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £79,676                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £79,676
                £83,999                 Sports Centre                               was £83,999
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
                £5,097                   Village Orchard                            was £5,097
                £106,761               Village Park                                  was £106,761
 The Silsoe Community Recreational Trust (SCRT) has now committed to spend just under £40,000 (excluding VAT, which can be reclaimed by the Parish Council) of the funds above put under its management on refurbishment and improvements to the Community Centre. 
The forecast for the end of the current year has £52,753 of unallocated funds available for new projects (last month £52,753), unchanged from last month.
 The budgeted 2025/26 spend on the allotments has now been exceeded, and this must be addressed. Currently the overspend is shown as £153, but this will increase with water and energy charges before April. Some of the unallocated funds above need to be allocated to cover the overspend plus projects. Cllr Mann proposed transfer of £300 to the allotment budget to cover costs, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.
Clerk shared a financial update she had received from the Silsoe News; they will be reducing the number of editions per year from 12 to 10 by combining the December & January edition and July & August edition.
Planning:
CB/26/03899/LDCE Land Opp Newbury Farm. Lawful Development Certificate for erection of buildings for Agricultural use. No objections.
CB/25/03919/ADV Roundabout at The Junction of A6/A507 Clophill. Advertisement: 4 non-illuminated advertising signs on each junction of the roundabout. Cllrs feel this was more appropriate to be considered by Cllrs from Clophill PC. No objections
CB/TRE/25/00580 CB/TPO/81/00004/W1 (T1) Oak tree, prune back overhanging branches by approx. 2m to suitable growth points 29 Mander Farm Road, Silsoe, Bedford, MK45 4FW. No objections.
CB/26/00098/LDCE. Stable North of New Inn Farm. Lawful development Certificate Existing for stable and storage building. No objections.
CB/TRE/25/00580 Tree works to a tree with a TPO at 29 Mander Farm Rd. No objections.
CB/25/02073/FULL Land North of Silsoe Rd, South of Silsoe fishery. 
Continued use of land to a residential caravan site for one Romani family for the stationing of one static caravan, one touring caravan, with associated infrastructure including hardstanding, parking for two cars, and water treatment plant. This application has only just been received, and documents are not available online, Cllrs will view documents and agree comments via email.
18/26 Projects:
1. TREE SURVEY AND UPDATE:
Cllr Royer has reviewed the tree survey and works required. It was agreed that he would write a report and then his and Clerk would look to gain three quotes for a new survey to be carried out to provide further information.

2. MEETING DATES AND TIMES:
Discussed under 15/26 

3. WEBSITE/FB:
Cllr McGrory and Cllr Virgo have spoken with a resident who has agreed to help with the Website and generate traffic to the site free of charge, they will also set up.gov.uk emails for Cllrs. The current company has agreed to supply Cllr McGrory with access to the website, Cllr McGrory will contact the current company and advise that their services will no longer be required and then make the arrangements. Proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Virgo, all agreed. 

The current company advised that it may be worth considering accessibility statement under social media posts. Cllr McGrory proposed that this would not be required, seconded by Cllr Virgo.

4. CRICKET PITCH:
Cllr McGrory and Cllr Willard attended a meeting Cllr Willard will continue discussions.

5. SILSOE FUN DAY:
Silsoe Fun day has been arranged for Saturday 4th July 12-4pm. Pitches are available at a cost of £12 a table or double width at £22, early bird booking prices are £10 and £20, valid until 31st March 2026. Cllr McGrory proposed that the PC do not book a table this year, Cllr Gearey suggested that Ward Cllrs may like to book a table? Seconded by Cllr Appleman.

Cllrs reported that the Community café worked well and was a good opportunity to interact with residents.

6. ALLOTMENTS:
Cllr Virgo explained to Cllrs that when allotment holders take on a plot, they pay a £25 deposit which is refundable if the plot is returned in good condition. The plots very often are not given back in good condition and therefore the Allotment team have to try and make good for the next holder or the next person takes it on with considerable work being required. The £25 deposits are not being used to return the plots to a usable site. Cllr Virgo suggested that the deposit money that is being held in the PC account be transferred to the Allotment account so that this money can be used as and when required to carry out the required works. Proposed by Cllr Royer, seconded by Cllr McGrory, all agreed. Clerk suggested there be an agreement drawn up between the Allotment Committee and the PC to cover the terms of the deposit, including that providing all rent is paid then the deposit can be used to put the plot back to a usable standard, if rent is outstanding then this is cleared prior to the deposit being used for works. Clerk and Cllr Virgo will arrange this.

Cllr Virgo has been looking at the project to install gates at the entrance to the allotments, there have been incidents of fly tipping and once behind the hedge cars are out of view. He suggested that it would be helpful to hire a cable detector at a cost of £100 to establish where the cables are and he has received a quote of £50 for someone to dig down and look at the cables for confirmation. Proposed by Cllr Royer, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed.

Cllr Virgo has obtained 3 quotes for the gates; the gates could be a main car gate which is looked and a small pedestrian gate next to it or a main gate for vehicles and a gap to the side for pedestrians. Cllrs discussed whether a chain and lock would be suitable or whether people could easily cut through it to gain access? Cllr Gearey suggested looking at bollards that are raised and can be laid flat to allow access?

Cllr McGrory proposed two gates with a chain and lock, seconded by Cllr Royer, all agreed.

Jacksons fencing £3,451.00 + vat.
ABC fencing £3,950.00 + vat.
Mark Brookes gates £1,500, or £975.00 if single.

7. EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Discussed under 15/26
.
19/26 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
Crime update
	Offence
	Number

	CRIMINAL DAMAGE - RESIDENTIAL
	2

	THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE
	1

	STATE OR PUBLIC ORDER
	1

	THEFT OR UNAUTH TAKING OF A MOTOR VEH
	1

	ASSAULT WITH INJURY
	1

	OTHER THEFT
	1

	Grand Total
	7



Community and Partnership update
Draft Budget Consultation
BATPC Finance training
BATPC Garden party invitation
Darren Woodward, Forest Development Manager updated Cllrs that some of the tracks have been compromised due to wet weather whilst delivery phase two of the planting scheme, once the planting is complete works will be carried out to restore the services. A request was also submitted to the PC for positioning of portable toilets by the Sports centre during planting, this request was forwarded to the Trustees. There has also been some vandalism to a tractor and a digger, it has been reported to the Police. 
An End of year update and finance report has been received from the Silsoe News, the number of copies this year will be reduced to 10 from 12.
CPRE plant a tree for the 40th Anniversary, Cllrs expressed an interest, Clerk will obtain more information.
A resident has been in contact regarding inconsiderate parking in Newbury Lane, Clerk will, with permission share the email with Ward Cllrs and the Community Policing team.
A resident has emailed photos of medication bottles found by the Horticultural Centre; Clerk has reported this to the Community Police team.

20/26 AOB
· Quite a few streets on the Bloor Development have not been added as adopted to Fix My Street, even though they have been adopted. Cllr Appleman will forward details of the streets to Cllr Childs, who will look into this.
· There is a motorbike regularly speeding through the village, Cllr Royer and Cllr Virgo will send details to Cllr Childs.
· The overgrown hedge on the High Street and Newbury Lane by the care home were reported to CBC but they still have not been cut back, Clerk will look into this.
21/26 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th March 7pm

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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