

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Tuesday 15th July 2025 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Offer as Chair, Cllr McGrory, Cllr Mann, Cllr Virgo, Cllr Willard, Cllr Gearey, Cllr Appleman. Central Beds Ward Cllr Anna French, Central Beds Ward Cllr Liz Childs.
63/25 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kevan, Cllr Ryer
64/25 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 2nd June 2025 Proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
65/25 Public participation:
A resident who had previously attended to ask the Cllrs to consider a skate park in the village attended to discuss the matter further. Clerk will look at other skate parks in Flitwick, Shefford and Clophill. The land near the Sports centre would be the ideal place but there are restrictions as to the use of the land. Cllrs agreed to look at the possibility of using S106 funding for the project.
66/25 Report by Ward Councillors:
· Ward Cllrs grants are available for groups.
· A meeting is being planned between the PC, Ward Cllr Childs and the Co-op to discuss thefts.
· Home to School transport consultation is still ongoing, the next step will be for it to go to the Executive. The consultation event in Barton had very poor attendance.
· Ward Cllrs have attended a meeting to discuss the accidents on the A6, Warren Lane, CBC officers are producing proposals, a design plan should be available for August.
· Cllr Childs will chase up the possibility of signa t the school, indicating the 20mph speed limit.
67/25 Finances:
Payments for July 2025:

Payments proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr McGrory, all agreed. Clerk will set up payments.
Website £162
D Granger £8,556.12
Village hall £30 + School party hire £80
BATPC affiliation fee £725
Orchard maintenance £320.00
N Power £78.30 & £75.58
A Muskett £113.40
ICO fee £52
ROSPA £465.60
Anglian water 3153.09 & £19.16
Fun Day stall fee £12
Cricket pitch maintenance £200
Payroll £35.40
Gazebo £88.39
 Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £46,636 (total last meeting was £35,640, and both figures exclude the VAT values which can be reclaimed). The main cost over the last month has been the grass cutting / tree maintenance of £7,528 excluding VAT (last month £3,542 excluding VAT). The PC received the VAT claim for £6,428 and interest on the deposit account of £1,352. We are still waiting for the balance of S106 funding for the MUGA upgrades which suppliers are waiting to be paid for.
The bank account balances as of Jul 13th are:
Current a/c           £14,846.23        was £16,678.84 
Deposit a/c         £422,459.83        was £421,107.92
Nationwide           £89,561.08        was £89,561.08
Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £517,117.64 (balance last meeting was £521,812.67). There are no old un-cleared payments. 
There are currently reserved balances of:
                £2,022                   Allotment deposits                      was £2,022
                £32,555                 Bloor Play Area                            was £33,279
                £27,588                 Community Woodland               was £27,588
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £80,923                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £81,424
                £83,999                 Sports Centre                               was £83,999
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
                £5,689                   Village Orchard                            was £6,354
                £110,354               Village Park                                  was £111,962
This forecast for the end of the current year has £50,943 of unallocated funds available for new projects (unchanged from last month £50,793). 
Cllr Gearey will contact Barclays re online banking. Clerk will contact Nationwide to add Cllr Virgo and Cllr Gearey to the mandate.
Flittabus have contacted the PC requesting donations for a new bus, Cllrs asked Clerk to contact Flittabus for more information, how much has been raised and how much is still required? Clerk will also forward the details to the Rotary club, who may wish to donate as well? 
68/25 Planning:
· CB/24/01629/MW Cainhoe Quarry. S73 variation of conditions 1 No objection
· CB/24/01628/MW Cainhoe Quarry. S73 variation of conditions 1 No objection
· CB/25/01667/RM Land adjoining Taymer Nursing Home. following Outline Application CB/21/03406/OUT (Outline Application: Redevelopment to provide a retirement community (Use Class C2) consisting of up to 165 extra care homes (12 houses and 153 apartments) 223 parking spaces and ancillary community hub (including health, leisure, community and catering facilities) set around a garden square. Access only) Reserved matters for appearance, landscaping, layout and scale. No objection
· CB/TCA/25/00279 Annexe, 8 Silsoe House mews. Works to trees within a Conservation Area: T1 Copper Beech tree reduce overextending limbs above garage by approx. 2m back into shape with main canopy. Crown lift to 4m by removing low hanging secondary branches. T2 Acacia to reduce left hand side over driveway by 1.5m and match into upper canopy. T3 Holm Oak to lift canopy over road to give clearance to buses with an aim to prevent further damage to tree as has happened previously. T4 Copper Beech to lift canopy over road to give clearance to buses. T5 Box to remove on limb growing into an ancient wall. T6 Holm Oak to lift canopy to 2.5m to clear from pedestrians using footpath. No objection
· CB/25/02124/TD Silsoe sewage pumping station. Prior notification of Telecommunications Development. Cllrs will agree comments for submission via email. Cllrs will also share the information with residents.
· CB/TCA/25/00289 The Stable block, works to trees in a conservation area. No objection
· CB/25/02076/OUT Land east of High Street and north of Leigh Wood Place, Silsoe. Outline Application: for the erection of up to 105 dwellings including affordable housing, with public open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage system (SuDS) and vehicular access. All matters reserved except for means of access. Cllrs will discuss and agree comments via email. Cllrs will also share the information with residents.
· David Swain has been assisting the PC with a query over ownership of a wall backing onto the Orchard. There is a crack down a wall, the resident on the neighbouring property claims it was the responsibility of the PC. David has confirmed that it was likely that the wall was erected by the developer who built the 4 houses at the end of West End Rd, it was referred to in the application. The wall pillars are on the developer’s side and at one point it merges with the garage wall and uses the same brick. Pc have denied it is their responsibility, the resident has agreed to carry out the required works but has not accepted the liability.
69/25 Projects:
1. COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE:
David Swain Trustee of the Sports centre attended to update Cllrs on the current situation at the Sports centre. The Charity was set up in 2016 to cover the Sports centre and pitches, the PC remain the freehold owners. The separate charity was set up to sit behind the PC to act as a buffer to distance the PC, as a charity they can claim relief from Business rates on building and land. The trustees contracted with Stevenage Leisure to run the centre on their behalf. Stevenage Leisure covered some of the set-up fees and underwrote the loss for the first year. It was agreed that any profit would be shared between the Trust and Stevenage Leisure. By 202 the centre had started to make a profit. Inspire has now taken over form Stevenage Leisure. Two reports are provided each month, key performance indicators and loss/profit. The footfall for the centre is £4000- £5000 a month.

The trustees are currently in discussion with Inspire regarding a three-year contract. Some of the S106 money being held will need to be used for an additional spin room and some decoration, at a cost of approximately £20,000. Inspire will also look to reduce the café opening times so as to save on staffing costs. 

The Constitution provides that there can be 6 trustees, 2 of which are nominated by the PC, up until now there have only been 4 but the existing trustees are keen for there to be 6. David asked if the PC were happy with the two nominated trustees to still be Ian and Philip or if the PC would like to nominate 1 or 2 additional trustees? Cllrs will discuss in further detail.

The contract will stipulate that the Trustees and Inspire will share any profits, the trust takes responsibility for the loss, the PC are not liable.

The Muga has now been refurbished, and additional storage is being arranged. The centre will look at additional projects to involve young people. CCTV is in place to monitor ASB, litter from young people at the school is an ongoing issue.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk152581817]PLAY AREA REPAIRS:
CPM have quoted for works highlighted by the ROSPA inspection:
Replacement cap on seat £5 + vat
Grease bearings on Rota climber £30 + vat.
Tighten carousel disk fittings £45.00 + vat.
Inspect pivot joint on stand on rocker £45 + vat.
Basket swing removed from High Street North and refitted at Forest Path £160 + vat.
Cllr Offer proposed going ahead with the works, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed. Clerk will check with Ian that he is happy for the basket to be moved.
High Street play area will be closed from 1st September for installation of new equipment. Wording for the new sign was agreed to be arranged by Ian Kelly.
3. FB/SOCIAL MEDIA:
The website needs updating in terms of contacts, Clerk will look into this. Cllr Willard suggested removing the news pages and having the website linked to FB so that all FB posts are uploaded automatically? Cllr Virgo and Cllr McGrory will contact the Admin team for Silsoe Network to see if the PC FB page can share directly? at the moment any posts have to be made by an individual and sometimes this is not appropriate.
4. SKATE PARK:
Discussed under Public participation.
5. CRICKET:
A team from Luton has started playing on the pitch and are keen to continue. The last match had to be abandoned as they felt that the pitch was not safe to use. Cllr Offer has discussed this with the contractor who maintains the wicket, it is a village pitch not a professional pitch, and he is trying to keep it to a good standard. If the club wish to continue to play, they will have to accept the standard of the pitch. 
6. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Additional roles for the cricket club bookings and maintenance need to be added as well as the Trustees for the sports centre and the beacon, it was agreed that a grass survey update will also be required. Clerk will update the sheet and email around.
7. STAR AND GARTER:
A resident in contact with CBC regarding the current state of disrepair of the Pub.
8. FLIT VALE WALK:
The area was overgrown, it has been reported and works now carried out.
9. CHRISTMAS TREE AND LIGHTS:
It was agreed not to explore further lights to the south of the village or a Christmas tree by the Co-op.
10. SILSOE NEWS:
The Silsoe news were short of volunteers, but they have recently had some come forward so are hopeful the village magazine will continue.
11. ASB:
Cllr Gearey, Cllr Childs, Clerk, PCSOs, ASB Officer for CBC all met to discuss ongoing issues with ASB. 

A further meeting is to be arranged with the Co-op area manager to discuss how to tackle the volume of shoplifting. 

A meeting is to be arranged with the Housing Association and their Legal Dept to discuss ASB.

Shop watch is being investigated, this would partner the Silsoe store with the Flitwick branch.

Sarah Carne discussed the PCs proposal to share crime stats with residents, she suggested a link be shared rather than the full stats, so residents can choose whether to view them or not.

A property that has CCTV overlooking a pathway has been reported to ICO.

A Protection order for dogs is in place on the Village Park, CBC are looking at additional signage for dogs to be on leads and no dog fouling.
12. TREES:
Cllr Royer will review the tree survey and arrange for a new one. 
Trees are overgrown on Obelisk way, these have been reported via Fix my street.
There is to be a planting project in Sand Lane.
70/25 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Community and Partnership update
· Crime Statistics
· A resident has contacted the PC to report an area of grass by Leigh Woods Place, which is not being maintained, Cllr Offer will contact the Enforcement Officer.
· A resident has been in contact regarding overgrown trees in Obelisk way and the Pond near Obelisk way needs maintenance.
· Nationwide and Barclays have reduced their Interest rates.
· NHS Newsletter
· Casual Vacancy notice
· Abandoned car in Plantation view has been reported by Clerk and arrangements have been made for it to be removed.
· Citizen’s Advice statistics
· Chairty Quiz night information
· Storm drains between Hornbeam close, and Barton Road needs some maintenance works, Cllr Appleman has reported it to Anglian Water who will attend and clear it.
· Resident has contacted the PC re ownership of land to the rear of properties on West End Rd.
71/25 AOB:
· Cllr Gearey has chased CBC re the Bloor Street lighting project.
· First port contractors may be chasing; they have gone out to tender.
· Mander Farm Rd sign has fallen down; Cllr Gearey will contact CPM to have it refitted.
· HGVs through the village was followed up by Cllr Child’s, the company who own the vehicles said they would speak to their drivers and outline it is not an acceptable route; Cllr Royer has offered to send video clips to Cllr Childs.
· Traffic data showed that vehicles travel under the speed limit through the village, PC will share this on FB with residents.
· Method of communicating- it was agreed that Cllrs should only email the relevant Cllrs not all Cllrs for discussions. Clerk will keep a list of emails for Cllrs who can then decide what they would like to receive.
· School car park-no update
· The defibrillator from the Allotment was recently used, it is now back in place and ready for use.
· Clothes banks will now be emptied twice a week.
· CBC are looking at possibly introducing roadside collections for glass and removing the bottle banks.
72/25 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th September 7pm

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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