

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 10th September 2025 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Offer as Chair, Cllr McGrory, Cllr Mann, Cllr Virgo, Cllr Gearey, Central Beds Ward Cllr Anna French
Cllr Willard and Cllr Appleman via Zoom
73/25 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kevan, Central Beds Ward Cllr Liz Childs.
74/25 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 15th July 2025 Proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
75/25 Public participation:
A resident attended to discuss the Christmas lights and asking if the Cllrs would be able to financially support the lights this year? They would like to extend the lights beyond the Pub to the road leading to the Co-op. The group pay £1800 per year for having the lights fitted and removed and this year the tree (which used to be free) is £275. The total cost of extending the lights is £900. Last year the PC looked at having an additional tree by the Co-op, that they would fund and they were therefore not in a position to offer additional funding for other lights. This project Is not going ahead so Cllrs agreed they would consider the request. 
76/25 Report by Ward Councillors:
· Ward Cllr France reported that the Home to School transport policy has now been agreed, the Ward Cllrs will respond accordingly to any responses from residents and help where they can.
· CBC agreed to look at a design plan to address the number of accidents on the A6 by Warren Lane. Ward Cllrs are awaiting further information.
· Ward Cllrs have asked CBC to look at the visibility on the roundabout by the Co-op in Barton, there is due to be an assessment of the junction as a long-term plan but there may be ways to improve visibility in the meantime.
· Ward Cllr shave produced a newsletter which will be delivered to homes in the Ward, updating residents on what is happening and ongoing.
· Cllr France has called the Gladman application into the DMC, Cllr Offer would like to attend to speak on behalf of the PC. Cllr France would also represent the PC.
77/25 Finances:
Payments for September 2025:
Payments proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed. Clerk will set up payments.
Website £162
D Granger £11,006.52
Village hall £30 & £60
Setter Play £13,915.26 & £13,915.26 for new equipment at the High St North paly area.
Sports Courts Muga project £1,710.00
N Power £81.80 & £81.34
Anglian Water £ 19.44
CBC S106 credit £1,425.00
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £83,298 (total last meeting was £46,636, and both figures exclude the VAT values which can be reclaimed). The main costs over the two months have been:
· the grass cutting / tree maintenance of £7,345 excluding VAT (last month £7,528 excluding VAT)
· community woodland costs of £2,225 including clearing rubbish from ponds and repairing fencing around them.
· High Street North play area works £23,192. 
· MUGA works £1,425 (S106 funding received to cover this)
The PC received the S106 claim for £1,425 as noted above.
The bank account balances as of Sept 2nd are:
Current a/c           £23,415.25        was £14,846.23. 
Deposit a/c         £373,884.83        was £422,459.83.
Nationwide           £89,561.08        was £89,561.08.
Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £475,043.30 (balance last meeting was £517,117.64). There are no old un-cleared payments. 
There are currently reserved balances of:
                £2,022                   Allotment deposits                      was £2,022
                £31,832                 Bloor Play Area                            was £32,555
                £25,183                 Community Woodland               was £27,588
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £80,375                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £80,923
                £83,999                 Sports Centre                               was £83,999
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
                £5,689                   Village Orchard                            was £5,689
                £109,296               Village Park                                  was £110,354

This forecast for the end of the current year has £50,943 of unallocated funds available for new projects (unchanged from last month £50,943). 
The negative forecast costs for the Play Areas is due to the expected S106 funding which will cover this when received. However, on the Community Woodland we only budgeted to spend £2,000 from the S106 funding in the current financial year and the expenditure to date is now £2,916. Cllr Offer proposed the Parish Council to approve the allocation of a further £2,000 from Community Woodland S106 reserve to the spending budget for 2025/26? This will cover the budget overspend and leave another £1,000 for further costs in the current year. Seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.
Clerk has updated the Barclays mandate; application forms were at the meeting for Cllrs to sign. Cllr Gearey will contact Barclays re Internet banking.
Flittabus have contacted the PC requesting donations for a new bus, Cllrs contacted Flittabus for more information, Cllr Mann Proposed a donation of £500, seconded by Cllr Royer, all agreed.
Cllr Offer proposed a donation of £900 to the Silsoe Community group for the Christmas lights, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
Clerk asked that Cllrs consider items for the budget for 2026/27 in preparation for the budget meeting.
Ward Cllr France left the meeting, before she left Cllrs discussed a request from a resident that a litter bin should be placed at the bottle bank area. Cllrs commented that there is already a bin, and they will monitor the bin before looking into this further. It is hoped that as part of the Waste Strategy Consultation CBC will be offering glass collection from all homes early in 2026.
78/25 Planning:
· CB/25/02677/FULL Fielden House, Gravenhurst Road, Silsoe, Bedford, MK45 4QS
Change of use of former agricultural building to 4 self-contained dwellings together with parking, private amenity space and external
alterations in the form of windows and doors and rooflights to facilitate the residential use. No objections.
· CB/25/02458/FULL Yew Tree Cottage 1 West End Rd. Erection of a single storey porch to the front, and part two storey part single storey side and rear extensions, with new windows and doors. No objections.
· To introduce Parking for Disabled badge holders only on the following length of road in Silsoe :- Hawthorn Way, north side, from a point in line with the common property boundary between No.5 and No.7 Hawthorn Way and extending in a north-easterly direction, covering an area approximately 6.6 metres in length and approximately 3 metres in width. Hawthorn Way, north side, from a point approximately 6.6 metres northeast of a point in line with the common property boundary between No.5 and No.7 Hawthorn Way and extending in a north-easterly direction, covering an area approximately 6.6 metres in length and approximately 3 metres in width. No objections.
79/25 Projects:
1. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Clerk issued the current list of Roles and Responsibilities to Cllrs; the following changes were agreed:
· Cllr Gearey and Cllr McGrory added to the Emergency plan.
· Cllr Gearey and Cllr Offer will discuss S106 funding with Ian Kelly and perhaps take that on. Cllr Offer in terms of negotiating the S106 and Cllr Gearey in terms of projects to use the S106.
· Neighbourhood Plan will need refreshing; Cllr McGrory will look to do this with another volunteer.
· Someone will be needed to assist with the cricket arrangements, but someone will be appointed once the plan is agreed for next season.
2. REVIEW OF EMERGENCY PLAN:
Clerk has reviewed the current emergency plan and contacted all of the names involved to ensure all contact details are up to date, the plan will be reviewed again in September 2026. Cllr Gearey suggested that the Housing Association contacts should be added. He agreed to get the numbers to be added. Clerk will also add the mobile contact number for the Pub and Cllr Gearey will try and get a mobile number for the Community Sports centre to be added.
Cllr Gearey has tried again this winter without any luck to have the Community Sports centre added to the list of Official Warm spaces for Central Bedfordshire; Clerk will ask advice to form the Ward Cllrs.
3. TREES/ HEDGES ALONG THE A6:
Cllrs agreed that they would like to pursue the idea of hedging along the A6, Clerk will send Cllr Offer the requirements.
Cllr Royer will arrange to meet with Ian Kelly to go through the tree survey and assess any works required to the trees in the village.
4. PLAY AREA REPAIRS:
Play area repairs to High St North have started. There is an additional £40,000 in S106 money that can be spent. The current basket swing frame has started to rot, CPM recommended replacing it and relocating the basket to the Forest Path play area. Cllr Gearey and Cllr Offer will speak to Ian Kelly regarding the equipment requirements, and the PC will consult with residents prior to deciding.
Cllr Appleman will look at the surfacing in the Plantation view play area an discuss any requirements with CPM Playgrounds.
5. BOTTLE BANK LITTER BIN:
Discussed earlier in the meeting.
6. CRICKET:
Cllr Offer has been looking at what work would be required to the pitch to continue with cricket? Cllr Offer has spoken to the Grounds maintenance person and firstly the wicket needs to be cut to 3mm, he is going to check the mower goes that low? Essentially the issue is with the standard of the pitch, it is pitted but can be repaired; in order to repair the pitch, it would take a number of people to work half a day. Going forward to keep the wicket in condition it would need to be maintained more regularly and protected from people or dogs going on it. There are two teams interested in playing next season and would be charged £150 a game, Cllrs will need to look at the total costs to be outlaid along with potential income in order to decide on a plan going forward. Cllr Offer will prepare the finances for the next meeting which will enable Cllrs to decide.
7. PARK AVENUE:
The trees along Park Avenue need to be cut, a resident recently was caught by a branch and sustained an injury. Clerk has been trying to confirm ownership, both wrest Park Enterprises and CBC deny responsibility. David Swain and Cllr Offer have been looking further into this. The boundary wall by the Church to the start of the Rownas is the total area being looked at. At the moment Wrest Park Enterprises cuts the grass, Cllr Offer and David will continue to investigate.
8. THE ORCHARD:
Cllr Gearey has been communicating with the Orchard Group, and three suggestions have been made in terms of harvesting the apples:

 1. Community Harvesting Day
Organise a community event where local residents can come together to harvest the apples.
 Select a specific date in late September or early October, keeping in mind that warmer weather may alter the timing.
 Invite participants to bring their own ladders, fruit pickers, and crates.
 Put up a sign to notify the community about the event to encourage participation.
Fosters community engagement and cultivates a sense of belonging. Plus, it alleviates the effort of harvesting.

 2. Apple Amnesty Donation
 Participate in the Apple Amnesty program, where we can donate our surplus apples.
We would collect the apples and take them to a professional press that converts them into juice.
 Refer to [Apple Amnesty](https://www.lutonorchards.org/get-involved/apple-amnesty-juice) for more information.
 If we prefer, we can organise our own pressing of apples specifically for Silsoe and receive guidance on local pressers.
Reduces waste and allows us to contribute to community efforts while producing delicious apple juice.

 3. Apple Pressing Day
If we have an abundance of apples, consider hosting a small social event centred around apple pressing.
Konni offers to assist or provide equipment, so we won't need to invest in much upfront.
Schedule this event on a day when we can gather friends or community members to join in the fun.
Combines a community activity with the rewarding experience of making your own juice. It’s also a great way to educate others about the apple pressing process.
It was proposed by Cllr Gearey to hold a pressing day on 11th October 12-4pm. Konni will run the session and provide the equipment at a cost of £140, seconded by Cllr Offer, all agreed. 2 Adults will be required to run the press. The event will be advertised in the Silsoe News and on FB. Cllrs Appleman, Gearey and Mann will be able to help on the day.
80/25 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Community and Partnership update
· Crime Statistics 
Assault without injury x1
Attempted burglary x 1
Trafficking drugs x 1
Harassment x 1
Theft or unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle x 1
Malicious communication x 1
· Tour Of Britain event
· Licensing Policy Consultation
· Green Landscape Partnership activities and update
· Nature Recovery plan consultation
· CBC Consultation into the 25-year waste strategy.
· A resident has contacted the PC regarding fundraising for a room for their child, the PC cannot give donations to individuals.
· Geoffrey Farr has contacted the PC to see if they would like him to attend Remembrance Sunday, all Cllrs confirmed yes.
81/25 AOB:
· A meeting via Zoom will be arranged to discuss social media and the website.
· Cllr Gearey has discussed the position of trustee at the sports centre with David Swain, at the moment Ian Kelly and Philip Kevan are PC representatives, Cllr Offer will confirm if they would remain as PC representatives as well as an additional nominee? Cllr Willard advised Cllr Gearey to look at Limited liability. Cllr Offer proposed Cllr Gearey to explore this further and to be the representative for the PC if he chose to take on the role, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
· We need to advertise for a volunteer to organise the Advent windows this year, it was agreed to advertise via the Silsoe News and social media.
· There has been fly tipping at The Orchard, Clekr will write to residents, Cllr Gearey will come the houses that border on the Orchard.
· First Port are not performing, and their areas are not being maintained. A new contractor is due to start on 15th September.
· There have been some discrepancies regarding land ownership, trees along Cherry close have now been reported to Grand Union. Cllr Offer and Cllr Gearey will look at a report produced by David Swain into the ownership of the area in Holly Walk.
· ASB meeting at the Co-op 11th September 2025.
· The sign to Mander Fram Rd needs fixing at a cost of £60 + vat, proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr Virgo, all agreed.
· Silsoe News have appointed a new editor so will continue.
82/25 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th October 7pm

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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