

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Offer as Chair, Cllr McGrory, Cllr Mann, Cllr Virgo, Cllr Willard, Cllr Royer and Cllr Appleman, Central Beds Ward Cllr Liz Childs.
 Cllr Gearey via Zoom
83/25 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kevan, Central Beds Ward Cllr Anna French
84/25 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 10th September 2025 Proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Willard, all agreed.
85/25 Public participation:
None
86/25 Report by Ward Councillors:
Ward Cllr French sent in a report, she is currently mitigating the issues surrounding the school transport changes. She is also planning a meeting with Head of Highways to discuss the ongoing issues with the A6, looking particularly for an update on the Warren Lane junction.
Cllr Offer has been in touch with Planning, the developers for the Hayfield site have been asked to work on their application further so it is currently not on the list for the DMC, Planning will update Cllr Offer when it is listed.
Cllr offer has approached Highways regarding Park Ave.
Cllr Liz Childs joined the meeting at 19.45 and was able to provide the following update:
Cllr Childs and Cllr Gearey had a productive meeting with the Co-op regarding ASB, Cllr Gearey will provide a more detailed update via email.
A resident has applied for a Ward Cllr grant for works to a wall in The Rowans.
The school transport issues are ongoing, although Cllr Childs expressed her disappointment that the consultation she arranged was poorly attended.
Cllr Childs is chasing CBC regarding the junction by Puloxhill car wash, there has been another accident and also warren lane.
Both Ward Cllrs produced an information leaflet which was delivered to all residents, one Cllr commented that it was quite ‘Barton heavy’.
87/25 Finances:
Clerk approached two Insurance companies for quotes but unfortunately the information for the Sports Centre was not provided within the renewal timescale, the insurance has therefore been renewed with the current provider, but quotes will be obtained for next year.
Payments for October 2025:
Website/social media £162
D Granger £8,150.46
Village hall £30
N Power £71.69
Clerk Expenses £349.66
Martin Tree services £200.00
Gallagher Insurance £6,409.99
A Muskett £113.40
PD & Co £35.40
Payments proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Offer, all agreed. Clerk will set up payments.
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £98,906 (total last meeting was £83,298, and both figures exclude the VAT values which can be reclaimed). The main costs over the month have been:
· the grass cutting / tree maintenance of £6,594 excluding VAT (last month £7,345 excluding VAT)
· annual insurance £5,731 excluding VAT
· grants approved in the last meeting £1,400
The PC has received the following in the last month:
· allotment rents £624 (up to Oct 3)
· Barclays deposit account interest for three months £1,319
· second and final instalment of the 2025/26 precept of £40,476
· annual grass cutting contribution from CBC of £1,250

The bank account balances as of Oct 3rd are:
Current a/c             £3,717.43        was £23,415.25 
Deposit a/c         £416,929.50        was £373,884.83
Nationwide           £89,561.08        was £89,561.08
Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £501,095.40 (balance last meeting was £475,043.30). There are no old un-cleared payments. 
There are currently reserved balances of:
                £2,022                   Allotment deposits                      was £2,022
                £31,190                 Bloor Play Area                            was £31,832
                £24,807                 Community Woodland               was £25,183
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £80,025                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £80,375
                £83,999                 Sports Centre                               was £83,999
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
                £5,357                   Village Orchard                            was £5,689
                £108,596               Village Park                                  was £109,296

This forecast for the end of the current year has £51,613 of unallocated funds available for new projects (last month £50,943). The increase is due to the interest received now exceeding the amount forecast for the financial year, and any further interest received in the financial year will add to this balance.
The negative forecast costs for the Play Areas is due to the expected S106 funding which will cover this when received. 
On the Community Woodland, the budgeted spend from the S106 funding in the current financial year was increased by £2,000 in the last meeting. The expenditure to date is now £3,292, so this leaves £708 available for the rest of the financial year.
The audit is now complete, comments have been received, and the end of audit notice has been displayed on noticeboards and website.
A budget meeting will be arranged; David Granger is looking at a 3% increase.
Bedford and L&D hospital have written to the PC to requesting a donation to their Christmas fundraising, Cllr Offer proposed £50, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed. Clerk will add this to payments.
Clerk has the change of mandate forms for the Nationwide account, it was agreed to remove Ian Kelly and Philip Kevan and to add Cllr Virgo and Cllr Gearey.
88/25 Planning:
None
89/25 Projects:
1. PLAY AREA REPAIRS, PLANTATION VIEW SURFACING, NEW EQUIPMENT:
The High St North play equipment has now been fitted but there are further repairs required, Ian Kelly is chasing the company to complete the works. The play area will remain closed until these are completed, Cllr Virgo will put a post on FB reminding residents.

Plantation view play area will need works carried out to the surfacing at approx. £40 a metre. Clerk is awaiting a quote from CPM. There is a screw missing on a seat, the swing chains need checking on Forest Play area, Clerk will request a quote from CPM for this.

There are works required to trees and hedges in the Millenium Green, Cllr Gearey confirmed that Davod Granger has been instructed to carry out the work.

2. LOCAL GREEN SPACE CONSULTATION:
Cllr Virgo attended the Teams session run by CBC and they are encouraging Councils to submit green spaces to be designated, all of the areas granted green space status will be treated like green belt land. All spaces have to be submitted by 28th November 2025. Clerk will clarify if those already identified under the Neighbourhood plan have to be resubmitted? Cllr Offer will look at the Green spaces.

3. CRICKET:
Cllr offer confirmed that he is still waiting for confirmation on whether the lawnmower can cut to 3mm? This will be required to have an adequate pitch. Cllr Willard suggested that the PC look at a longer-term rental, perhaps fa 5-day rental for the season at a fixed cost? The club will therefore have exclusive use of the pitch and usually in these cases they maintain the pitch. Costs can be around £6000. Cllr Offer will contact the English cricket board and Cricket East for further advice. The PC would continue to maintain the outfield.

4. PARK AVENUE:
Cllr Offer has contacted CBC and has had no response; Cllr Childs will follow this up. Whoever is responsible for the grass cutting which is being carried out should also be responsible for the trees.

5. THE ORCHARD, APPLE PRESSING:
Due to issues with Insurance and use of equipment the apple event will now be harvesting rather than pressing. Cllr Mann and Cllr Appleman will be attending with Cllr Gearey. Residents will bring their own step ladders, below 2.9metres. Nets and apple pickers will be available. Koni will not require payment for attending but would like to take some apples with her at the end of the session. 
David Granger has quoted £75 for removal of the tree stump from the Orchard and to cut back and clear the brambles, proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
Cllr Gearey has contacted Darren at Marston vale to discuss the possibility of some funding for trees for the Orchard.
6. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY:
David Swain is arranging Rotary volunteers for traffic management; Clerk will contact the Scouts to see if any parents would volunteer? The Road closure has been applied for. The Lord Lieutenant’s deputy will be attending. Cllr Offer is looking for a bugler or will arrange the PA system. Cllr Mann, Cllr Offer, Cllr Appleman, Cllr Gearey and Cllr Childs will attend.
7. S106 MONEY:
Cllr Offer is in discussion with CBC, Sarah Hughes in Community and Partnership and the Senior Planning officer for the Hayfields development. £39,000 has been allocated for upgrade to sports pitches to the rear of Plantation view, Cllr Offer is trying to find out who requested this and when?
CBC have requested ideas from Cllrs for projects that S106 could be used for, Cllrs agreed traffic management, either speed cameras or speed rubber bumps would be a priority. Cllr Offer is awaiting a further update from Planning.
8. TREE PLANTING:
Darren from Marston vale has been on contact regarding a tree planting event that is being planned, he will attend the November meeting to discuss this further. They did ask for use of the Sports centre car park, David Swain has responded and confirmed that this will not be possible.
90/25 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Community and Partnership update
· Crime Statistics 
Assault without injury x1
Harassment x 2
Sexual x 1
Public fear/alarm or distress x 1
Death or serious injury by driving x 1
· Playground Inspection training.
· Community and Partnership updates
· 25 Year Waste Consultation and Teams session
· Green Spaces consultation and Teams session.
91/25 AOB:
Hedges along the High St need cutting back as they are restricting pathways, Cllr Appleman will report them on Fix my street.
People are stealing clothes from the Clothes bank; it has been reported to the charity who are now emptying the bank twice weekly. There is lots of fly tipping, CBC do regularly remove it.
There is a wasp nest in the play area, Cllr Mann will assess it.
There is a cracked bridge in Thrift wood, Cllr Appleman will report it on Fix my street.
Ian Kelly has now sent the tree reports through to Cllr Royer so he can now assess the trees and obtain a new report if required?
There have been a few overweight vehicles through the village, Cllr Childs asked to be kept updated with photos.
Skate Park and bike track will be on the next agenda. 
Cllr Willard suggested that the PC draft a Mission statement for the village of what the priorities are and what the PC would like to focus on. The mission could include reference to facilities that are local. Cllr Willard will prepare a draft.
Cllr Gearey has checked the lifebuoys at the ponds, 1 is completely missing and all 4 are missing a 30metre encapsulating floating line. The lifebuoys should be regularly checked, Cllr Royer agreed to check them. Cllrs agreed to communicate with residents how important it is that no one removes the lifebuoys and lines.
There is flooding by the swale on Plantation view due to an overgrown hedge, Cllr Gearey will report this to Bloor. The trees in Obelisk way also need cutting back he will report this to Bloor as well.
92/25 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th November 7pm

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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