

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr McGrory (Chair), Cllr Mann, Cllr Virgo, Cllr Willard, Cllr Gearey 
and Cllr Appleman, Central Beds Ward Cllr Liz Childs.
Cllr Royer via Zoom
93/25 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kevan, Cllr Offer, Cllr Appleman, Cllr Central Beds Ward Cllr Anna French
94/25 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 8th October 2025 Proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Willard, all agreed.
95/25 Public participation:
Two residents attended the meeting to discuss the possibility of the Silsoe spitfires football team playing on the area next to the cricket pitch. Cllr McGrory thanked them for attending and explained that the PC were keen to work with them on finding a suitable area to play. She confirmed that the PC are in talks with cricket club=bs for use of the cricket pitch. Cllr Mann suggested the football pitch by the Millenium green may be suitable. Cllr Gearey suggested the two pitches at the Community Sports centre may be an option. The residents will look into these two options and will also look at potential waterlogging of the areas. 
A young resident attended to discuss activities for young people in the village, there is a currently a lack of dedicated areas or activities for young people compared to other areas. The resident had costed out the project for a skate park at a cost of £250-£400 per metre sq. The total cost for the project £100,000- £150,000. It would bring a great value to young people and enable young people to enjoy and be proud of their village.
Cllr McGrory updated the resident that there is a covenant on the area by the Sports centre which restricts the use. The resident asked if the Millenium Green was appropriate? Cllr Mann said it was worth contacting the Millenium green trustees but warned that there are restrictions on Millenium greens.
Cllrs discussed the option of mobile indoor skating blocks and whether activities for young people could be provided at the sports centre, Cllr Gearey will look at setting up a group to look into this.
Darren Woodfield from Marston Vale Forest group attended to offer the following update:
1. There were issues with materials and delayed works on phase one and due to the drought, there was a large loss of young trees. Some of the early planting has taken really well.
2. The Right of way team are looking improving the pathways and are looking to formalise some routes, The plan will be approved by CBC and the Cranfield University.
3. Going forward there will still be a large amount of green space.
4. Phase two will be planned around 46 hectares, 30 hectares of planting. Similar species will be planted as phase one. 
5. The damages sleeper bridge has been replaced with a culvert.
6. There will be a resident planting day on 30th November and a public planting day in the new year.
7. Cranfield are carrying out soil checks. Interpretation boards will be on display with information. 
8. Darren may be able to supply 10 apple trees for The Orchard.
A representative from the Silsoe Street watch team attended, when she first joined the group, which was established in 2015, there were 9 volunteers there are now only 5. The group are trying to recruit new members, the PC offered to help advertise via social media, website, newsletter and noticeboard, the volunteer will provide contact details for the advertising. It would be good to get young people involved. The aim is to make sure that residents feel safe, particularly vulnerable people. 
Two volunteers patrol one hour twice a month. The patrol is booked in advance by the Police; the Police will attend if the situation is life threatening or a crime is taking place.
Volunteers are trained to take part in patrols and equipment is provided. 
Emergencies can be reported anonymously via crime stoppers or 101.
96/25 Report by Ward Councillors:
Ward Cllr Childs updated Cllrs that she is still in talks with CBC regarding the 20mph zone outside the school.
Cllr Childs is also still following up regarding the number of lorries through the village; Cllr Royer will provide further details.
Removal of Silsoe from Google maps was discussed
Barton PCSO has a good relationship with school children.
97/25 Finances:
It was agreed at the last meeting that if the information regarding Insurance for the sports centre was received then Clerk would look to obtain insurance quotes and cancel the policy that had been taken out recently. Unfortunately, the information for the Sports Centre was not available within the renewal timescale.
Payments for November 2025:
Website/social media £162
D Granger £9,593.16
Village hall £30
N Power £90
I C Brindle life buoys (payable to T Medley) £124.20
Setter Play £27,830.57 (paid)
K Deppe, harvesting £70
Payments proposed by Cllr Gearey, seconded by Cllr Willard, all agreed. Clerk will set up payments.
A donation to RBL for Remembrance Day of £50 was proposed by Cllr McGrory, seconded by Cllr Willard, all agreed.
Clerk has sent letters to allotment holders that have not paid their fees, only 3 remain outstanding now.
The Silsoe News have asked if they can claim their £250 donation? Cllr Gearey proposed the donation be made, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.
A request for funding has been received from Beds and Herts first responders, Cllr Mann proposed £100 donation, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.
 Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £132,012 (total last meeting was £98,906, and both figures exclude the VAT values which can be reclaimed). The main costs over the month have been:
· the grass cutting / tree maintenance of £8,102 excluding VAT (last month £6,594 excluding VAT)
· payment for balance of works to the High Street North Play Area of £23,192 excluding VAT.
The PC has received the following in the last month:
· allotment rents £988 (up to Nov 9)
· VAT reclaim £10,279
We need to confirm the portion of the rent receipts that make up the club membership fees that need to be passed on.
The bank account balances as of Nov 9th are:
Current a/c           £11,932.43        was £3,717.43 
Deposit a/c         £381,929.50        was £416,929.50
Nationwide           £89,561.08        was £89,561.08
Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £472,997.41 (balance last meeting was £501,095.40). There are no old un-cleared payments. 
There are currently reserved balances of:
                £2,022                   Allotment deposits                      was £2,022
                £31,026                 Bloor Play Area                            was £31,190
                £24,181                 Community Woodland               was £24,807
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £79,792                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £80,025
                £83,999                 Sports Centre                               was £83,999
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
                £5,097                   Village Orchard                            was £5,357
                £108,056               Village Park                                  was £108,596
Please note a significant portion of the Sports Centre balance, which is managed by the Trust, has now been committed towards improvement works at the Sports Centre.
This forecast for the end of the current year has £51,613 of unallocated funds available for new projects (last month £51,613). 
The negative forecast costs for the Play Areas is due to the expected S106 funding which will cover this when received – the total now expected is £46,384.24.
The budget and precept for 2026/7 need to be agreed as this needs to be submitted by early January 2026.
98/25 Planning:
CB/25/03009/FULL 30 Ampthill Rd. Erection of a front and rear part single, part two storey extension and first floor side extension. Construction of a new front boundary wall with gates. No objection.
CB/25/03169/FULL 24 High St Replacement of two bay windows, with two flush windows. Retrospective. No objection.
99/25 Projects:
1. PLAY AREA REPAIRS, PLANTATION VIEW SURFACING, NEW EQUIPMENT:
The High St North play equipment has now been fitted, and the play area is open. Setter play has been paid and payment from CBC for the S106 should be imminent.

Cllrs will look at an additional piece of equipment for High St North play area.

Plantation view play area will need works carried out to the surfacing at approx. £40 a metre. Clerk is awaiting a quote from CPM, who would like to meet a Cllrs on site first.

David Granger has cut back trees and hedges in the village. Cllr Mann reported a tree by the gates that may need cutting back.

2. LOCAL GREEN SPACE CONSULTATION:
 All spaces have to be submitted by 28th November 2025. Clerk clarified that those already identified under the Neighbourhood plan do not have to be resubmitted. Cllrs agreed no further pieces of land need to be submitted.

3. SKATE PARK/BIKE TRACK:
Discussed under Public participation. 

4. VILLAGE PONDS:
Cllr Gearey reported at the last meeting that he had checked the lifebuoys at the ponds, 1 was completely missing and all 4 were missing a 30metre encapsulating floating line. Clerk ordered the new lifebuoy and the floating lines which Cllr Royer positioned, Cllr Royer will continue to check them. 


5. TREE SURVEY AND UPDATE:
Deferred until next meeting.

6. COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT:
Cllr Willard prepared a mission statement for the PC which he has emailed around to all Cllrs in advance of the meeting. A table of alternative facilities in surrounding areas was suggested, Cllr Willard will put this together and it will be agreed at the next meeting.
7. STREET WATCH AND REPORTING OF CRIMES:
Discussed under Public Participation.
8. COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW:
CBC have started the next stage in consultation of the Governance Review, there have been recommendations for the change to the number of Cllrs for the Parish and there is a recommendation for a slight change to the Parish boundary, all closing date for the consultation is 26th January 2026. Clerk will include this on the next agenda.
9. FOOTBALL PITCH:
Discussed under Public participation.
100/25 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Crime update
· Community and Partnership update
· Tree tally survey
· Green spaces reminder
· Priority setting meeting dates.
· Police and Crime commissioner survey
· CBC Carbon literacy sessions
· Grass contributions review
· Governance Review, Responses are due before 26/1/26.

101/25 AOB:
· Hedge by 7 High St is still overgrown and needs reporting again.
· Fence by the Co-op is down,
· Hedge on Newbury Lans near 12A needs cutting back as its obstructing the pathway.
· Provisional date for budget meeting 2nd December.
· Remembrance Sunday went to plan, Rotary and Cllr McGrory will write up notes.
· Cllr Gearey has a meeting planned with CBC to discuss the overgrown hedges and trees.
· Residents are complaining of parked cars on grass outside 2,4,6 Alder Wynd, it makes the paths muddy, grass unsightly and the contractor can’t access the grass to cut it. Clerk will write to residents.
102/25 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 10th December 7pm

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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