

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 2nd September 2024 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Offer in the Chair
Cllr Kelly, Cllr Mann, Cllr Appleman, Cllr Willard, Cllr Kevan, Cllr Gearey, Cllr Royer.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Anna French and Cllr Liz Childs.
199/24 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Kelly and Cllr Kevan declared an interest in agenda item 206/24 S106 money and the Muga, they are both trustees for the Community Sports Centre.
200/24 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 1st July 2024 were agreed.
201/24 Public participation:
PC Sam Hewson attended the meeting to discuss ongoing issues with ASB in the village. Over the last few months, the following incidence have been reported:
1. July -Drone incident, Mander Farm Rd.
2. 17/7/24 Dog incident.
3. 17/7/24 Young person aged approx. 16-18yrs old supplying Nitrous Oxide to young people at the school bus stop.
4. 28/7/24 Bus shelter and wall on Mander Farm Rd vandalised.
5. 21/8/24 3 incidents of burglary at the Co-op, the Co-op have confirmed there has actually been 40 incidents in the last 6 months.
6. 26/8/24 30 Nitrous Oxide cannisters found on Spruce edge.
7. 29/8/24 8 more hidden Nitrous Oxide cannisters found behind the bus shelter.
8. There are also 9 signs missing at the Community Sports Centre, a light has been smashed and a dog bin vandalised.
9. Cars speeding through the village with loud exhausts has also been reported.
PC Hewson will speak to his colleagues as he has just returned from annual leave. The Police will look to serve CPN (Criminal Protection Notice) warnings and then notices to individuals, if they are over 16yrs old. If an individual breaches the notice, then it’s a criminal offence and action will be taken.
Central Beds will not collect the cannisters and they can’t be taken to the tidy tip, PC Hewson will find out how to dispose of them.
Cllrs agreed to update residents via FB.
The Police agreed to increase their presence in the village, particularly at nighttime, this will include visits to play areas, where anti-social behaviour has also been reported. The Police will also arrange drop-in sessions for residents to give them an opportunity to raise their concerns. 
A resident attended to discuss Children’s activities in the village. The Cricket club recently ran junior cricket, 35 children aged 5-11yrs were involved and enjoyed all the sessions. The resident would like to set up fun runs on the first Sunday of the month in October, targeting initially the same children and then if its successful it could be widened to the older young people. The resident would like to use the cricket pitch for the runs, all Cllrs agreed. The fun runs would be set up to facilitate young people, parents would have full responsibility for their children.
202/24 Co-option of a new Councillor.
Julie McGrory was previously a Cllr and has just moved back into the Parish and has expressed an interest in re-joining. Proposed by Cllr   and seconded by Cllr. Cllr Offer welcomed her back to the team. She will complete an Acceptance of office and Clerk has provided the link for Declaration of interests.
203/24 Report by Ward Councillors:
· The Ward Cllrs are setting up a repair café, the initial planning meeting is 10th September 7.30pm in Barton Village Hall, all Cllrs are welcome to attend.
· The School Transport Consultation is going to the Executive on 10th September 2024.
· Possible charges at the household waste ‘tidy tip’ will be discussed by the Corporate Resources Scrutiny Committee on 3rd September.
· Glass collection across Central Beds is still something that is being considered. Cllr French will seek an update on this.
· A resident has contacted Cllr French regarding a tree on Ash Tree Covert, the tree is not deemed to be dangerous, but the resident would like it cutting back as it attracts ASB, the resident will need to report it to Bloor.
204/24 Finances:
August payments:
Website/Domain £162
D Granger £6,249.60
ROSPA £456.00
N Power £426.98 & £103.27
Totternhoe Stone £435.96

September payments:
D Granger £2,938.80
Website/Domain £162
Village hall hire £30.
N Power
Peter detector hire £37.56.
Payments proposed by Cllr Kevan, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £37,639 (July meeting this was £26,663). The main cost over the last two months has been grass cutting / hedge and tree maintenance (£7,657 excluding VAT). 

The only income over the last two months was £0.23 loyalty reward from Barclays bank and £765.10 interest received today. The second instalment of the precept for £38,546 is due at the beginning of October. A VAT claim for around £3.5k has been submitted.

The bank account balances as of Jun 28th are:

Current a/c           £27,725.73        was £41,548.23 
Deposit a/c         £205,351.50        was £204,586.40
Nationwide           £85,965.94        was £85,965.94

Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £315,874.81 (balance beginning of July was £327,919.18). There are no old un-cleared payments. 

There are currently reserved balances of:
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £1,772                   Allotment deposits                      was £1,772
                £85,279                 Sports Centre                               was £85,279
                £86,418                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £87,255
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187

A final invoice for £436 that was not budgeted for was received (although this was subsequently informally approved). An adjustment to the budget was approved, proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed. This means there is £52,671 (balance beginning of July was £53,107) currently available for new projects between now and March 2025. 

The major expense again has been grass cutting, the number of cuts has been reduced from the number at this stage last year, 2 less cuts and 4 less cuts on the play areas, the football pitch has had 5 cuts.

The External audit is complete, Mazars have recommended that all boxes are complete next year, one box was left unticked.

Silsoe Community Society are looking to extend the Christmas lights to the six lampposts to the north of the village at a cost of £1,224 for the lights, the Community Society requested a donation from the Parish council. A separate meeting is to be arranged to look at the budget, reserves and projects, Clerk will arrange.

205/24 Planning:
CB/24/02295/VOC The Stables, Lower Gravenhurst. Variation of condition numbers 02,04,05,06,07,08, 09,10,14,15, and 16 of planning permission CB24/00107/FULL (Conversion of stable building to a dwelling house) amendments to approved plans. No objection.
CB/TCA/24/00355 2 The Oaks, Works to trees in a Conservation area. No Objection.
CB/24/02004/FULL 1 Vicarage Rd, Single story rear extension following the removal of the rear conservatory. No objection.
CB/TCA/24/00373 Apartment 2, Silsoe House, 2 Ampthill Road, Silsoe. Works to trees in a Conservation area. No objection.
206/24 Projects:
1. MANDER FARM ROAD PARKING RESTRICTIONS: 
Cllr Offer and Cllr Gearey met with CBC to discuss the outcome of the consultation for parking restrictions on Mander Farm Rd. The Highways officer is aware of the issues, the proposal was declined, and he is now looking at other options. He concluded that a safer way to cross the road was required and parking should be restricted on bends, the 20mph area also needs to be highlighted. He will approve a draft plan, and this will then go to consultation.

2. LOCAL PLAN UPDATE:
Closing date for comments on the Local Plan is 23rd September. Cllr Offer expressed concerns for the national changes to the planning framework, including a new calculation for housing needs and affordable housing. Greenbelt land that does not satisfy the whole criteria may be released for development and will need to include 50% affordable housing and travellers’ sites will also be permitted in these areas.

3. PLAYGRPUND REPAIRS:
Clerk has received the ROSPA reports for the play areas, and has obtained some quotes from CPM for repairs, 
Cllr Mann has received a request from a resident regarding the noise from the gate on the West End Rd play area. CPM has reported back that it is difficult to adjust the tension so that it closes at the correct speed and fully without causing any noise, he recommended changing the gate to a hydraulic one like on High St North play area. The sign nearby could be the issue, Clerk will ask CPM to reposition it.
A resident has contacted Clerk and the Community team at CBC regarding young people hanging around the West End play area until early hours of the morning and young people playing football which prevents younger children using the play equipment. Clerk has explained that the PC cannot lock the gate every evening and even if it was locked the fence is low so young people would be able to climb over. Clerk did put a post out on FB asking people to be mindful of the neighbouring properties and to not be using the area late in the evening. The Police will include this area on their patrols of the village,

Total cost of repairs to the play areas as identified by ROSPA are £3,718.00, repairs proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.

4. S106 MONEY, MUGA AND STORAGE:
Cllr Kelly has been looking at S106 money for repairs to the Muga. Total cost of repairs is £27,959.00, this is available via S106 funding and will leave £8,356.00 uncommitted. Repairs proposed by Cllr Willard, seconded by Cllr Appleman, all agreed. The school will no longer use the Community Sports centre.

5. DATE AND TIMES OF MEETINGS:
Cllrs agreed at the last meeting to trial Monday evenings for meetings, unfortunately CBC Cllr Liz Childs Is not available to attend any Monday meetings, she will be able to communicate with Cllrs during Tuesday morning catch up sessions. Cllrs agreed to continue with the Monday trial until the end of the year.

6. THE CAGE:
Following on from previous discussions, Cllr Offer has arranged for the repairs to The Cage. 

7. BLOOR AND ORCHARD HANDOVER, DOGS ON LEADS:
The documents for the handover of the Community Orchard have now been received and are ready to sign, The PC are still awaiting the documents for the reminder of the land. The Parish Council agreed to pass a resolution to approve Cllr Ian Kelly and Cllr Peter Offer to sign 2 Land Registry documents on behalf of the Parish Council for land to be transferred from Bloor Homes to Silsoe Parish Council.


Following the incident with the dog owner recently, Cllrs discussed whether to make the area near the sports centre for dogs on leads only? It was agreed in principle that they would, although further discussion will take place at the next meeting to define the area.

8. SILSOE COMMUNITY CENTRE:
An open session has been arranged for residents to view the centre and speak to staff.

9. OVERGROWN HEDGES:
Cllrs discussed and identified areas in the village that are overgrown, Cllr Appleman will email around a list to be agreed, and Clerk will contact the landowners to request that they carry out the required works.
 
10. BUS SHELTER:
Residents have agreed to carry out a repair to the bus shelter and will involve young people in the works, a date was set but cancelled due to the weather, it is to be rescheduled.

11. VILLAGE UPKEEP, LITTER:
A resident has arranged a litter pick in the village for 8th September. Clerk has been contacted by a number of residents regarding the litter, requesting more bins, one has contacted Bloor but received no contact so has asked the PC to contact them, Cllr Kelly will look into this. One resident has also commented that there are too many benches, and this increases the litter. Cllrs agreed the bin by the Co-op should be larger, Clerk will make arrangements.

12. INSURANCE:
PC insurance is due for renewal at the beginning of October, solar panels have been added last year, Cllrs discussed any further changes to the policy, none were required.
207/24 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Local Plan consultation 23rd September
· Children and Young People’s survey 8th September
· Health watch Festival for Older People, 4th October 10-2 at Rufus centre, Flitwick.
· Bridleway consultation, no objections.
· CBC Rural local cycling and walking infrastructure consultation, 23rd September.
· Crime statistics.
· BAPTC training.
· Electric vehicles charging in Central Beds.
· Donation request from Marie Curie, Clerk will seek further information.
· Barclays Business account charges.
208/24 AOB:
· Clerk will arrange a road closure for Remembrance Sunday and Cllr Kelly will arrange the wreath.
· There is a split in the pathway running parallel to Mander Farm Rd, Cllr Kelly will report this to Bloor.
· The application for an ACV on the Star and Garter has been successful and will be valid for five years.
· Cllr Kelly requested a meeting to discuss facilities for the village in reference to S106 money, Clerk will arrange.
· Cllr Offer and Cllr Kelly met at the allotments to discuss the gates and to investigate underground cables, Cllr Offer has spoken to N Power regarding the location of the cables, they are unable to provide details so he will contact UK Power Networks.
· Advent windows, Cllr Offer’s wife is happy to run the Advent windows competition again, all Cllrs agreed.
· Cllr Mann raised concerns for The Gault Pit, Clerk is following this up with the Ward Cllrs.
· Cllr Gearey will email around some dates for the TPO signs to be fixed to the trees.
· David Swain is looking at the Land Registry to confirm ownership of trees and hedges in Holly Walk.
209/24 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Monday 7th October 2024 

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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