

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 7th October 2024 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Kelly in the Chair
Cllr Mann, Cllr Gearey, Cllr Royer, Cllr McGrory
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Anna French, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Cllr Liz Childs.
210/24 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation
Cllr Offer, Cllr Willard, Cllr Appleman, Cllr Kevan.
211/24 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 2nd September 2024 were agreed.
212/24 Public participation:
A representative from the allotment committee attended they have had a suggestion made by a plot holder about potential improvement to water supply on the allotment site. It has been suggested to try out a system used at the Flitwick allotment site, where water is available from a small water trough, the type and size used for sheep. The trough in galvanised steel is approximately £120 plus a valve costing £30 or plastic one at £60 plus valve. Long tern the committee would look at installing up to 10 troughs. Cllr Kelly suggested that the committee discuss this further with the Flitwick group, including safety aspects. Cllrs agreed they would be happy for one trough to be installed as a trial.
The representative asked if there have been any responses to the request to tender for the allotment gate project and any preparations that might be required. Two quotes have been received for the gate works, both car and pedestrian entrance are required in order to provide access to the defibrillator. There has been an issue with electric cables underground, the electric company will not carry out the works, it would need to be self-funded at a cost of approximately £2,700, bringing the whole project to approximately £5000.
There is an issue with site water shut off valve, it was agreed the committee should contact Anglia Water.
The committee would like to discuss the feasibility of co funding the planting a copper beech hedge between the allotment and the children’s play area. A long-term project, naturally, but one that would embellish the site and in the longer term form a boundary between the two sites. Clerk will forward a tree support programme being run by CBC currently. It was suggested that the maintenance for the hedge would be shared with the allotment group.
The Wildflowers by the Millennium green have not been very successful, the volunteers will now clear the site and will look at planting bulbs for the spring with a view to planting loose send for next summer.
213/24 Police representative:
Apologies sent; Cllr Gearey has requested an update. Cllr Gearey and Clerk will try and arrange a meeting with the Police and Gary Newitt.
214/24 Report by Ward Councillors:
· The Ward Cllrs are setting up a repair café, to be held on 23rd November in Barton-le-Clay.
· The ward Cllrs are looking at how Silsoe can register for the Warm spaces again this year?
· Ward Cllrs are chasing up the traffic monitoring points for the traffic survey.
· Clerk has reported fly tipping by the cricket round directly to waste services as there was no response to the fix my street reports, Waste services believe it is private land so have referred it to the Community safety team. Ward Cllr French agree to chase up fix my street reports that were not actioned if Cllrs forward the reporting details to her.
· Clerk asked if the Ward Cllrs knew who overgrown hedges should be reported to? It used to be Highways, but they no longer deal with it.
215/24 Finances:
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £50,838 (last meeting this was £37,639). The main costs over the last month have been grass cutting / hedge and tree maintenance (£5,277 excluding VAT) and insurance (£6,078). The income over the last month was the second instalment of the precept for £38,546 and the VAT claim for £3,844.
The bank account balances as of Oct 4th are:
Current a/c           £59,759.05        was £27,725.73 
Deposit a/c         £205,351.50        was £205,351.50
Nationwide           £85,965.94        was £85,965.94

Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £343,901.09 (balance last meeting was £315,874.81). There are no old un-cleared payments. 
There are currently reserved balances of:
                £25,000                 General reserve                           was £25,000
                £1,772                   Allotment deposits                      was £1,772
                £85,279                 Sports Centre                               was £85,279
                £85,974                 Miller Homes Play Areas            was £86,418
                £187                       Village Hall                                   was £187
October payments:
D Granger £6,332.40 
Website/Domain £162
Village hall hire £30.
N Power £68.16 (paid 10/9/24) £85.91
Gallagher Insurance £6,078.43 (paid 10/9/24)
Mazars external audit £504.00
A Muskett lighting contractor £113.40
Anglian water £18.51 (paid (10/9/24) £113.26 (paid 24/9/24)
PD & Co payroll £33.60
Payments proposed by Cllr, seconded by Cllr, all agreed.
A resident, who organised the litter pick in the village has asked if the PC would consider buying some litter picking equipment to be used within the village? She has provided quantities that they had available last time, and Clerk has looked at prices: 

Adult high viz jackets – we already have some in the Parish.
Children’s high viz jackets 4 for £9 upwards.
20 Bag hoops, these range in price from £4.50- £25 each.
20 Litter pickers, adult ones start at £19.99 for 8 and children’s £5.99 for 2, the quality of the children’s ones look better so it might be worth looking at more expensive for adults.
Gloves start at £10 for 12 pairs and £6 for 3 children’s pairs.

Cllr Kelly proposed the PC provide equipment to the value of £100, seconded by Cllr Gearey.


216/24 Planning:
· CB/TCA/24/00432 10 High St. Works to trees in a Conservation area, reduce and prune Yew tree. No Objection.
· CB/TCA/24/00450 2 High St, Works in a Conservation area. Reduce and thin salix and Acer. No Objection.
· CB/24/02564/PAEC 2 Newbury Lane. Prior Approval: Change of use from commercial/business/service (Class E) to dwellinghouses (Class C): Conversion of offices into a single dwellinghouse. No Objection.
· CB/24/02558/FULL 7 Clophill Rd. Demolition of existing agricultural barns, change of use to residential and erection of new self-build dwelling and associated garage. No Objection.
· CB/TCA/24/00428 53 High St, Works to trees in a Conservation area, to reduce Silver Birch and Acacia tree. No Objection.
· CB/24/TCA/24/00438 Silsoe Village Hall. Works to trees in a Conservation area. Works to Silver maple, Crimson maple and Variegated maple. No Objection.
· CB/TCA/24/00439 Wrest House. Works to trees in a conservation area. Removal of 18 Ash trees, reduction of dying Sycamore, removal of leaders in multistemmed and condinant lime trees. No Objection.
· Woodland Consultation. Cllr McGrory will look into this and prepare a response.
217/24 Projects:
1. LOCAL TRANSORT ENGAGEMENT PLAN: 
Information has been sent by CBC; any responses need to be submitted by 31st October 2024. Clerk will speak with Cllr Willard.

2. CODE OF CONDUCT:
Clerk asked Cllr McGrory if she would complete the Code of Conduct training the other Cllrs had completed earlier in the year? Clerk reiterated the importance of distinguishing between the roles of Cllr and a resident. 

3. BLOOR HANDOVER, ORCHARD HANDOVER, DOGS ON LEADS:
No further update, the Orchard has been agreed and signed for, but no documents have been received yet. The Orchard group have been in contact and are ken to start work. The specified areas for Dogs on leads will need to wait until the land is handed over.

4. ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS AT THE VILLAGE HALL:
Clerk forwarded to Cllrs information supplied by CBC looking at possible sites within villages for electric charging points. Clerk also forwarded the email to Chair of the Village Hall Committee to see if would be a suitable project for the village hall? The Village Hall Committee would like to look into it further, the consultation is however directed at Parish Councils, as they do quite often own the village hall. Cllrs agreed they were happy for Clerk to respond to the document and express an interest and then when discussions begin it will be directly between the village hall and CBC. Propose by Cllr Royer, seconded by Cllr McGrory, all agreed.

S106 funding was raised, Clerk will set up an extra meeting for Cllrs to discuss this and will email ward Cllrs to see if they can offer advice?

5. OVERGROWN HEDGES AND MILLENIUM HEDGES:
Deferred until next meeting. Cllr McGrory proposed the hedges at the Millenium Green were cut this Autumn and the ditches cleared, seconded by Cllr Kelly, all agreed. Cllr Gearey will contact David Granger.

6. PLAY AREAS:
Cllr Kelly has instructed CPM to carry out repairs to the play areas. Clerk has gone out to tender to four companies for the refurbishment of the High St North play area, the specification has been prepared by Cllr Kelly, two have responded so far. Clerk will ask CPM if he can move the sign at the West End play area.

7. CHRISTMAS LIGHTING:
Cllrs agreed that they would like to fund Christmas lighting to the south of the village rather than further north and will look to have a Christmas tree on the roundabout opposite the Co-op. The total cost of the project is estimated to be around £2,500. Cllr Kelly proposed the expenditure of £2,500, seconded by Cllr Royer, all agreed.
8. FEEDBACK FROM SCSC OPEN SESSION:
An open session was arranged for residents to view the centre and speak to staff. A follow up meeting with the manger is arranged for later in the month.

9. MILLER UPDATE:
Cllr Gearey has prepared a comprehensive list of work required by the maintenance company and a meeting has been arranged with the Property manager. Cllr Royer will look at the tree survey. There are some trees touching the property at 5 Forest Path.
218/24 Consultations and correspondence:
The following correspondence was received:
· Topic session, Community Safety team and Gypsy Traveller unit, 8th October.
· NHS Beds, Luton, MK, breaking down barriers, reducing health inequalities, 7th October 2024, Rufus Centre, Flitwick.
· BAPTC Training programme.
· Police and Crime Launch Event 3rd October.
· Crime Statistics.
· BLEVEC appeal for volunteers to assist with flooding.
· Town and Parish update from CBC.
· CBC Share views on helping on nature.
· CBC Tree planting support.
· Topic session electric vehicle charging infrastructure 29th October via Teams.
· Draft policy and principles for School organisation plan 2025/30.
· A resident has contacted the PC regarding overgrown foliage restricting visibility on Ampthill Rd at the junction of Newbury Lane, opposite 62 and 64 Ampthill Rd, Cllr Royer will inspect and report it to CBC.
· Priority setting meeting 9th October, Cllr Gearey to attend.
219/24 AOB:
· Road closure has been submitted for Remembrance Sunday, Lord lieutenant’s Deputy has been booked, the reading needs to be confirmed by 20/10/24.
· David swain has provided an update on Holly Walk, Cllrs will look at this and action what is required.
· TPO labels to be arranged.
· A resident has contacted the Ward Cllrs with parking issues which seems to have been resolved.
220/24 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Monday 4th November 2024 

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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