

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on 11th January 2023 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Kelly in the Chair
Cllr Gearey, Cllr Willard, Cllr Offer, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
Cllr Mann via Zoom
105/22 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation:
Apologies: Cllr Kevan and PC Mountforth.
106/22 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 14th December 2022 were agreed and signed by the Chairman
107/22 Public participation:
A resident attended to discuss some old hand painted boards that were used to advertise a fete in Wrest Park, there 6 boards measuring 4ftx5ft, Cllr Kelly will go and look at the boards, one option maybe the school would like them?     
A resident attended to discuss traffic issues in Lower Vicarage Rd (used to be Vicarage Lane) residents have noticed an increase in traffic volume and also in the speed of vehicles. There are no pedestrian  pathways present  and no street lighting and yet the number of pedestrians using this route has increased, including unaccompanied children, he is concerned for the safety of pedestrians. Cllr Graham has been looking into this and requesting CBC to look at the lighting issues. In terms of Road improvements CBC will not consider speed bumps or alternative permanent measures. The PC are meeting with Cllr Dalgarno at the weekend to discuss the impact of the Clophill Roundabout works and this area will be discussed as it is seen as a potential ‘rat run’ for those avoiding the roadworks. The PC are looking at temporary measures whilst the Clophill Roundabout works are carried out but if these measures work, will ask CBC if they can be made permanent. Cllr Graham suggested the PC look at Rural Match Funding opportunities for possible traffic controls.
The PC agreed it will put out a cautionary message to residents asking to use the approved “Safe routes to schools” routes which takes them a safer route via Holly Walk. This will be on FB, website and newsletter. The PC will also write to the  School and ask that they reinforce the message.
The PC will also update residents on the work the Cllrs are doing to address the issues surrounding the Clophill Roundabout works after their meeting with Cllr Dalgarno on Sunday 15th January 2023
108/22 Police representative:
Apologies sent for this month from PC Mountforth
109/22 Report by Ward Councillor:
· CBC will be renewing all white lining and road markings throughout the coming year.
· CBC has a respectable level of reserves and will draw on these reserves over the next fiscal year to avoid an increase in the precept. 
· There will be a £15.5 million increase to Highways and £61 million to Capital projects. 
· Central Government promised funding for £2 bus tickets, this is yet to be received.
· Waste services will continue as they have been, there will be no service cuts next financial year.
·  The Central Government decision, made very late, that voters will be required to show photo ID has meant that CBC, one of the first councils to have an election, has had little time to prepare.
110/22 Finances:
OUTING GOING PAYMENTS FOR JANUARY:

£244.80 		David Granger
£136.30 		Lawnmower insurance
£162 			Website
£34.82 & £36.22 	N Power
£113.40 		Andy Muskett
£413.56 		I Kelly expenses
£1536.00 		CPM playgrounds
Payments agreed, Clerk will arrange bank transfers.
Balances:
Current 	£57,874.50
Savings 	£201,149.77
Nationwide 	£81,698.78
Cllr Offer will pay in the cash and cheques he has received for the allotment rents, future tenants may be required to pay a year rent up front? Those who have not paid their fees and are leaving will not receive their deposits back.
111/22 Planning:
 The PC considered the following applications:
· CB/22/04696/FULL 36A Ampthill Rd, original comments by the PC still stand.
· CB/22/04964/FULL 4 Forest path, no objections.
· [bookmark: _Hlk121486434]CB/22/04888/NMA 24 High St, Cllr Offer has contacted the planning officer regarding the description of it being used as a lock up? He is awaiting a response from CBC but will maybe contact the Conservation officer to see if it is appropriate? There is a board up in the window advertising it.
· The Taymer application is still not on the Agenda for the TMC.
· CB/22/04797/NMA North End, High St
· The application for lawful development at Roma caravans has been refused.
112/22 Projects:
1. BLOOR HOMES: 

A meeting took place on 10/01/23 between David Swain and Bloor Homes  to discuss the handover of the Community Woodland and Plantation View Play Area, the PC have accepted they will take over the Community Woodland subject to drainage being of an adopted standard. The handover of the Play Area is still being discussed.

Residents on the Miller and Bloor developments are concerned by the increase in charges for maintenance conducted by First Port. A residents meeting has been arranged for 19th January, Cllr Kelly will attend, and Cllr Gearey will attend as a resident.
Cllr Kelly stated that the PC has no authority with regard to the service agreement between the Residents and First Point other than to advise Residents to clearly identify the key areas that are to be maintained, to agree an annual programme, and understand the relevant charges.
2. VEHICLE OPERATED TRAFFIC SIGNS: 
The three signs are due to be installed in January 2023, the one for Barton Rd is yet to be agreed by the Development Team due to the Taymer application. Cllr Kelly was concerned that the solar panel to the camera at West End Rd would receive sufficient light due to the large tree on the opposite side of the road. The surveyor has confirmed that he is happy with the position. 
3. MILLER HOMES: 

Discussed under Bloor.

4. ADVENT WINDOWS/CHRISTMAS 2023

Clerk has contacted Abby for an update.

5. CORONATION AND BEACON:

Cllr Kelly has booked the Silsoe Community Sports Centre for the weekend May 6th 2023 provisionally, it was agreed the Cllrs do not have sufficient time to devote to organising an event. It was agreed that the PC would place a invitation in the Silsoe News to see if there was any support to organise an event. Cllr Kelly will speak to the Silsoe Community Society to see if they have any plan or proposals.

6. PROTECTING GRASS VERGES:

Several grass verges within the village have been damaged and churned up by vehicles. Areas of concern include the High Street adjacent the Church and the section of grass alongside the allotments as the vehicles.
It was agreed Cllr Gearey will go to CBC and ask what solutions are available e.g., verge protection posts or raised kerbs . It was also suggested that this may be a project suitable for Rural Match Funding.

7. SEVERE WEATHER PLAN:

· Clerk has exchanged emails with Arthur Macklin, Interim Head of Highways trying to get advice on the number of salt bins and how to have them filled? He is now off sick and has asked a colleague to investigate it, the Clerk has chased the colleague and she is out of the office until 15th January.
· Cllrs would like to consider a plan for gritting key areas using volunteers during severe weather.
· Cllr Kelly proposed the PC join the Warm Spaces scheme, offering residents a warm place to go with refreshments provided, Cllrs will discuss this, the Silsoe Community Sports Centre is one available option.

8. HYBRID MEETINGS:
Cllr Kelly stated that it had been proposed to continue with Hybrid Meetings and to draw up a management procedure to improve the use of the technology. The Council Clerk has agreed to contact other Councils to see what equipment is most effective. 
113/22 Consultations and correspondence:
· [bookmark: _Hlk121487534]Police priorities, the Community Policing team prioritise key areas to work on every three months, they would like to identify area for the next 3 months.
· PCC survey, The Police and Crime Commissioner is suggesting an increase to the precept of approximately £15 a year, 28p per week to a Band D property, they have sent out a survey asking feedback on this suggestion.
· CBC are proposing a zero increase to the precept for the next financial year, they have opened up their budget consultation, it is available online, Clerk has some paper copies, it was agreed to send them to the SOS Tearoom.
· A resident has asked if out of date advertisements could be removed from lampposts in the village. An advice to be published on Facebook and Web Site.
· CPRE membership, it was agreed to renew the membership.
114/22 AOB:
115/22 Date of next meeting:

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th February 2023 

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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