

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 14th June 2023 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Offer in the Chair
Cllr Gearey, Cllr Mann, Cllr Willard, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Anna French, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Liz Childs.
Cllr Kelly and Clerk via Zoom
60/23 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation:
Apologies: Cllr Willard, Cllr Kevan
61/23 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 17th May 2023 were agreed.
62/23 Public participation:
None
63/23 Police representative:
None
64/23 Report by Ward Councillor:
· Both ward Cllrs will try to attend meetings.
· Cllr Offer asked if the Ward Cllrs can update the PC on any changes to staffing at CBC and members of the Committees.
· The Ward Cllrs intend to continue writing an article for the Silsoe news. 
· Cllr French has met with residents to discuss a wildflower project; the residents will put forward a proposal at the next meeting.
· The Ward Cllrs have been discussing the issues with First port maintenance company with residents, Cllr Kelly will forward a plan which highlights responsibility for each area, the PC have not viewed a contract.
· A local resident has been discussing data surrounding extremes of weather with the ward Cllrs and has offered to attend a meeting of the PC to discuss their findings, the PC would be keen for them to attend.
· Ward Cllrs is chasing CBC regarding potholes.

65/23 Finances:
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £41,865 (last month this was £22,598). This does include the latest invoices. The biggest expenditures in the last month are £13,786 for the solar panels on the Sports Centre (from the funds set aside for the Sports Centre) and Grangers £4,201.

The bank account balances as of June 12th are:

Current a/c           £62,983.18        was £77,789.68
Deposit a/c         £201,819.32        was £201,399.42
Nationwide           £83,051.51        was £83,051.51

Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £335,160.85 (balance last month was £350,166.27). Apart from the payments proposed in this meeting, the speed signs payment has not cleared as of June 12th.

There are currently reserved balances of:
                £15,000                 General reserve                           was £15,000
                £1,234                   Allotment deposits                      was £1,234
                £85,279                Sports Centre                               was £99,495
                £91,427                 Miller Homes Play Areas           was £91,616
                £187                       Village Hall                                     was £187

The VAT claim of £4,627 submitted in Apr was paid in May. We also received £419.90 of bank interest from Barclays: the interest income this year is now likely to be significantly higher than budgeted for.

The funding available for new projects to end of March 2024 is £58,793 (last month was £58,793).

OUTING GOING PAYMENTS FOR JUNE:
£3,948.24 David Granger
£162 Website
£52.50 Village Hall hire
£285.15 Anglian water
£50.79 N Power
£40 ICO (Data protection fee)
£515.63 Cambridge Maintenance
Payments agreed, Clerk will arrange bank transfers and cheque for ICO.
Clerk has submitted the AGAR to the external auditors.
66/23 Planning:
 The PC considered the following applications:
· CB/23/01484/FULL 8 Bedford Ave. new flat roof to existing rear extension, including roof lights and corner glazed doors and part garage conversion. No objections.
· CB/TCA/23/00197 Red House, 16 Ampthill Rd. Works to trees in a Conservation area. No objections.
· CB/23/01209/FULL Erection of two storey rear extension and new front porch, change front dormer windows to gable windows. Comments submitted previously.
· CB/23/01570/FULL Horseshoes, 14C High St, single rear extension. No objections.
A residents attended the May 2023 meeting requesting TPOs for trees behind the Beeches, Cllr Offer is discussing this with CBC, the tree officer has visited the site and agreed they are appropriate trees, but further assessments are required, which could take a few weeks.
Cllr Offer is awaiting an update from Homes England, regarding the land being marketed at wrest park.
Connells have contacted the Millenium green trustees on behalf of a developer, the trustees have declined any potential development of the area.
Cllr Kelly has been looking into the S106 agreement for the Hayfield development, the original documents are not available as the application went to appeal, there were two large amounts allocated for a Muga and play area, Cllr Kelly will contact CBC.
Cllr Gearey is trying to agree the areas of maintenance on the Miller area, unfortunately the maintenance company are not in agreement. Cllr Offer will contact enforcement at CBC to discuss this further.

67/23 Projects:
1. WILDFLOWERS: 
This will be deferred until the next meeting, when residents will put forward a proposal to the PC. Cllr French has met with the residents to discuss possible areas. Cllr Kelly updated Cllr French with regards to the land on Park Ave. This was originally meant to be a path leading from the Church to Wrest Park, as English Heritage did not own the land, they could not install the path. The PC have been looking at a permissive pathway for some time and are still trying to come to an agreement.

2. BLOOR HOMES: 
Cllr Kelly is working alongside David Swain to finalise the delineation with Bloor.
3. MILLER HOMES: 
Raised under planning.
4. CLOPHILL ROUNDABOUT UPDATE: 

Cllr Offer attended the CBC meeting on 5th June 2023 and was able to provide Cllrs with an update. The original plans have now changed as has the timetable, unfortunately a new plan is not yet available, Cllr French has requested one. The major works to the western arm, the A507 will be carried out during the summer holidays.
Cllr Offer highlighted that the signs for no access to the village were too small, with too many words and too close to the junction for them to be effective. CBC have agreed to look into this.
The matrix with the meeting notes also stated due to no collisions on Ampthill rd. no traffic calming was required. There was not sufficient data for the village speed to be reduced. Cllr Gearey will contact Travelo regarding the data from the new SIDS. 
Chief inspector Goldsmith has been submitting the speed watch data to CBC highways.
Cllr French will set up a meeting with Cllrs Willard and Gearey and Highways, following an update will be provide for residents.
It was agreed that information in a handout should be available to residents at the fun day.

5. FUN DAY 1ST JULY 2023:

Clophill information and a plan, if one can be obtained, should be available to residents at the fun day.

6. ANNUAL PLAN AND PROJECTS:

· Allotment review is underway.
· Insurance- Clerk has added the solar panels, no additional charge as the policy will be renewed in September, any other additions to the policy will need to be agreed.
· 2 new drivers have been added to the lawnmower insurance.
· ROSPA inspections, clerk will chase.
· Remembrance Day, to be added to the next agenda.
· S106, Cllr Kelly looking into this.
· War memorial requires an inspection at a cost of approximately £800, proposed by Cllr Kelly, seconded by Cllr Offer, all agreed. Cllr Kelly will arrange.
7. S106 CONTRIBUTIONS:

Cllr Kelly looking into what is available.

8. EMERGENCY PLAN:

Emergency plans follow up meeting to be arranged by clerk via Zoom, to include Ward Cllrs.

9. TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS:

Discussed under planning.
68/23 Consultations and correspondence:
· Police Specials posters
· Thank you letter Magpus.
· Thank you, biscuits, from the Scouting group for their Coronation mugs.
69/23 AOB:
· Ward Cllrs will obtain an update on the streetlight by The George pub.
· Cllr Gearey has reported the broken speed sign on Fix my street.
· A tree on Mander farm Rd is obscuring a light, Cllr Gearey has reported it on Fix my street.
· Cllr Kelly is obtaining quotes for refurbishing the bus stop, Clerk will include it on the next agenda.
· Cllr Gearey has spoken with a resident who may take on a project looking after the trees within the village.
· Cllr Gearey will be attending conflict training as part of the Street watch team.
· Community spirit to be included on the next agenda.
· The roundabout by the Co-op is looking untidy, Cllr Kelly will look at the plans and confirm who is responsible for it.
· Cllr Gearey has spoken with a few gym members who would like to see Hiit and cross training available, as the centre is under new management it was agreed a customer survey may be useful? Cllr Kelly to speak to the sports centre.
· Mander farm Rd parking is still an issue, the option would be to ask CBC to reassess? Clerk will include this on the next agenda.
· When Barton Rd is resurfaced the diversion was taking vehicles down West End Lane, which is not accessible, Cllr Gearey is following this up with CBC.
· A resident recently dialled 999 and was directed to a defibrillator at wrest park rather than the one closest to them at the allotment site, Cllr Offer is investigating this to ensure it doesn’t happen again. Clerk will arrange a FB post and website update reminding residents where the defibrillator are sited.
· Beacon for next year will need to be discussed, Clerk suggested a meeting with Cllrs, Community group and the Millenium green trustees, to be arranged.
· Christmas trees and decorations to be included on the next agenda.
· Ward Cllrs are arranging a meeting with Head of Highways so any particular concerns should be emailed to the Ward Cllrs, so that matters can be discussed at the meeting.
70/23 Date of next meeting:

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th July 2023 

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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