

SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 12th July 2023 at the Silsoe village hall.
Present: 
Cllr Offer in the Chair
Cllr Gearey, Cllr Kevan, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Anna French, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Liz Childs.
Cllr Kelly and Cllr Mann via Zoom.
71/23 Apologies and Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation:
Apologies: Cllr Willard.
72/23 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 14th June 2023 were agreed.
73/23 Public participation:
A resident form Mander Farm Rd attended requesting the help of Cllrs in establishing ownership of some overgrown hedges behind number 34 Mander Farm Rd. First port has indicated it’s not an area they are responsible, so clarification needs to be sought from CBC to see if they are responsible. Ward Cllrs will follow this up, Clerk will email details and photographs of the area to the Ward Cllrs. Residents have been maintaining the area for some time, but it is becoming increasingly overgrown with lots of brambles. Cllr Offer will request the S38 documents which should show all areas.
A resident from Alder Wynd attended requesting an update on the Bloor negotiations, this is an item for later in the agenda.
A resident attended to put forward a wildflower proposal for the village, it was agreed that a suitable area would be behind the daffodils along the High Street, near to the allotments. A Cllr will meet to agree the area, which will be approximately 2m x 1m. The area will be used for wildflowers as a trial to be reviewed at the end of the year. Grass cutting will cease in March, a group of volunteers will prepare the area and plant the seeds. Dog signs will be erected asking dog owners to keep their dogs away. The resident will also approach wrest Park enterprises regarding the area on Park Ave.
74/23 Police representative:
None
75/23 Report by Ward Councillor:
· Ward Cllrs met with Gary Powell, Assistant director for Highways to discuss issues within Barton and Silsoe. They discussed the footpath along Park Ave and the parking issues, they will continue to pursue this. They also discussed the increase in traffic and the Clophill roundabout works as well as further increases in traffic associated with future development, they confirmed that residents feel there has been enough development in the village and the small High Street is unable to cope. They raised concerns over the quantity of vehicles and the speed they are travelling along Ampthill Rd. Lastly, they would like to see a footpath reinstalled to the north of the village. The number of accidents along the A6 was discussed, 35 reported accidents in the last 5 years that have required an ambulance, all accidents are not recorded. Cllrs also put forward their concerns for the roundabout to the south of the village and how its too small for its purpose. 
· Cllr Childs is chasing the required works for the lamppost by The George.
76/23 Finances:
Approved payments and invoices due for payment in the current year so far total £50,579 (last month this was £41,865). This does include the latest invoices. The biggest expenditures in the last month are £5,000 for support for the Village Hall (repair of wall), and Grangers £2,178 (excluding the VAT that we can reclaim).

The bank account balances as of July 10th are:

Current a/c           £51,546.68        was £62,983.18.
Deposit a/c         £201,819.32        was £201,819.32.
Nationwide           £83,051.51        was £83,051.51.

Adjusting for the value of unapproved invoices included and expected to be paid, this leaves a total current PC cash balance of £324,935.96 (balance last month was £335,160.85). Apart from the payments proposed in this meeting, the speed signs payment has not cleared as of July 10th.

There are currently reserved balances of:
                £15,000                 General reserve                           was £15,000.
                £1,234                   Allotment deposits                      was £1,234.
                £85,279                Sports Centre                               was £85,279.
                £91,168                 Miller Homes Play Areas           was £91,427.
                £187                       Village Hall                                     was £187.

There was no income in the month, but we are now owed £2,911 for VAT claims so should look to submit another claim soon.

The funding available for new projects to end of March 2024 is £58,793 (last month was £58,793).

OUTING GOING PAYMENTS FOR JULY:
£2,805.84 David Granger
£162 Website
£54.00 Village Hall hire
£299.99 I Kelly, conference camera
£48.92 N Power
£6,000 Wards, works for the village hall (donation)
£113.40 A Muskett maintenance
£108.00 A Muskett repair
£32.40 PD & Co payroll
Payments agreed, Clerk will arrange bank transfers.
77/23 Planning:
 The PC considered the following applications:
CB/23/01726/FULL 1-2 Wrest Park, single storey rear extension. No objections
CB/23/01957/LDCP 70 Alder Wynd, loft conversion. No objections
CB/23/01916/LDCP 5-6 Wrest Park, rear dormer, extension to rear, internal amendments to staircase. No objections
CB/23/01818/LDCP 3-4 Wrest Park, rear extension and conversion. No objections
CB/23/01725/LDCP 1-2 Wrest Park, single storey extension and loft conversion. No objections
CB23/01892/DOC And CB/23/01893/DOC Taymer retirement development. 
Cllr Offer has taken up the Taymer application with the senior planning officer and deputy leader of CBC, but they are maintaining there is nothing untoward. Cllr Offer has played back the recording of the DMC and it clearly states there are two conditions, firstly to extend the 40mph zone and secondly to install a pedestrian crossing for residents to cross the road. A number of Cllrs at the DMC were not happy with the conditions. The application was approved subject to the conditions being met and they clearly stated that if the conditions were not met then the application would need to be heard before the DMC again. Highways and Cllr Dalgarno were not happy with the conditions and the developer has also agreed the second condition would not be viable for safety reasons. The deputy leader of CBC who was and still is on the DMC questioned the application as there were 3-bedroom houses even though it’s a retirement village? 
The S106 agreement for this development has very little allocated for the village, £32,000 on a new or improvements to the Muga, £16,500 for green spaces, £148,000 to Flitwick leisure centre.
The planning officer for the Greenwood application has confirmed it has been delayed for technical issues.
78/23 Projects:
1. WILDFLOWERS: 
This was brought forward by the chairman for discussion under public participation. Cllrs are supportive of the project and £100 being spent towards it, proposed by Cllr Kevan, seconded by Cllr Mann, all agreed.

2. BLOOR HOMES: 
Cllr Kelly is working alongside David Swain to finalise an agreement. Bloor have confirmed the handover of the play area, are considering the handover of the woodland and they will be handing over the Orchard, no further update regarding the cricket pitch.

3. TRAFFIC SURVEY:
Cllr Kelly has received a quote for installation of a single meter on Ampthill Rd at a cost of £1000 a month, Cllr Kelly asked what level of traffic would be unacceptable and what would CBC do? Cllr Gearey has discussed the data form the SIDS in the village and the PC can download all the data at a cost of £12 per month. It was proposed by Cllr Kelly that the PC ay to download the SIDS information rather than install a single meter, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.
4. MILLER HOMES:
There has been no further update, residents are trying to arrange a face-to-face meeting with first port to discuss the assets and areas in need of attention, including trees by the play area. Payment plans may be arranged for surcharges.
5. CLOPHILL ROUNDABOUT UPDATE: 

 Cllr Offer will attend the next CBC meeting on 17th July 2023. He will also request         plans of the project, Cllr Offer also asked if the Ward Cllrs would try and obtain the plans?

6. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY:

Clerk will request a road closure for the parade and will confirm arrangements with the Scouting groups.

7. BUS STOP REPAIRS:
Cllr Kelly is awaiting a quote, he proposed a maximum of £1,500 would be required, seconded by Cllr Offer, all agreed.

8. COMMUNITY SPIRIT:

Deferred until September meeting.

9. MANDER FARM ROAD PARKING:

Parking is still an issue, particularly with vans parking and residents choosing to park on the road rather than on driveways. Ward Cllrs will ask for assistance from the Community safety team.

10. CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS/LIGHTS:

Clerk will contact the Community group and ask if they would consider extending the Christmas lights further to the south of the village? The PC would pay a contribution. Cllr Gearey is exploring the option of something for the Cranfield roundabout, Ward Cllrs agreed to contact Highways to try and get the roundabout foliage cut back and cleared.

11. BEACON ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2024:

Clerk, Cllr Kelly and Cllr Mann met with representatives of the Silsoe Community group and Millenium green trustees on 10/7/23 to discuss repair or replacement of the beacon basket, quotes to be sought. Arrangements for the beacon lighting was also discussed, a follow up meeting is scheduled for 11/9/23. Cllr Kevan confirmed the Scouting groups would not be involved as it’s a weekday evening.

12. EMERGENCY PLAN MEETING:
A meeting to discuss the plan in more detail and actions that should be taken has been arranged for 17/7/23.

13. REQUEST FOR LITTER BIN AT THE BOTTLE BANK:

A resident has suggested a litter bin should be installed at the bottle bank site, there was one at the previous site, Clerk will chase this up with CBC.

14. DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING FOR RESIDENTS:

A resident has contacted the PC suggesting that defibrillator training be offered for residents, Cllrs agreed not to pursue this further as the defibrillators indicate what actions should be taken when required.

15. D DAY:

Discussed under Beacon arrangements.

16. WHAT3WORDS:

The location of the defibrillators will now be via What3words, in order to allow a precise location. Cllr Kelly proposed that the PC use What3words for locations in the village, seconded by Cllr Offer, all agreed.
79/23 Consultations and correspondence:
· Annual Police meeting, October 2023, clerk has responded to the questions asked.
· CBC Pink cluster group meeting, 17/7/23.
· Resident contact regarding Park Ave path and parking, suggesting the road be widened to allow for layby parking either side of the road as well as a footpath. Cllrs felt this would not be appropriate for a historical site.
· CBC preparation of Planning obligations supplementary planning document, topic session 19/7/23 6-7.30pm.
· N Power EBRS Discount
· CBC Play streets project, Cllrs felt with the issues of traffic in the village and the Clophill roundabout, closing roads would not be an option.
· CBC Topic session on playing pitch strategy 26/7/23. 
80/23 AOB:
1. Taymer flyers, Cllr Offer proposed delivering an information flyer to all residents, seconded by Cllr Gearey, all agreed.
2. Hedges on Holly walk need cutting back, it was agreed a post on Fb and the website should be used asking residents to please cut back as far as their boundary.
3. Somone has cut a hole in the fence at the Northern play area, Clerk will contact David Granger or CPM to discuss repair options.
4. The Community assets grant is open for applications.66
81/23 Date of next meeting:

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th September 2023 

Signed                                                                                                         Date
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