
SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 12th February 2020.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, I Kelly, Offer, Harrison, Kevan, Bache,
Apologies: Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham, Cllr McGrory
19/20 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
20/20 MINUTES:
Minutes of 15th January 2020 were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting. 
Matters arising:
The Parish Pump report mentioned that the café at the Horticultural Centre was open, we had incorrect information, sorry for any inconvenience this has caused.
The Horticultural centre will be clearing the debris in the path area once the works to the car park have been completed. The No horses’ signs have been removed.
The Barrier at the Northern Play has been inspected by Highways and they will repair it.
Cllr Offer has been looking into the affordable homes at the CO-OP, he will continue to follow this up with planning and housing at CBC.
21/20 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
None.
22/20 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
Apologies sent
23/20 WEBSITE MANAGEMENT:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clerk has arranged a meeting for the handover of the website for 14th February. The options of social media were discussed, and the Cllrs agreed to Facebook and Twitter, with Instagram as a possibility. The Cllrs would like a quote for training as to how they can effectively use social media and the website as a form of marketing for the PC. The charges for website review and recommendations is £85, all Cllrs agreed.
24/20 PATHWAY TO WREST PARK:
There are 12 trees along Park Ave that will require removal prior to the path going in. The PC would like to look at quotes for having a path one side and both sides. It was agreed by all Cllrs that an architect could be instructed to draw up plans. Cllr Jarrard will speak to Martin Gates for a quote. Clerk and Cllr Kelly are discussing the draft contract between Wrest Park Enterprises and the PC with David Swain. A meeting with Tom Woodhouse at English Heritage has been scheduled for 23rd March 2020.
25/20 STREET LIGHTING AMPTHILL RD AND HIGH ST GOING TOWARDS NEWBURY LANE:
Cllr Kelly requested support of the Cllrs to investigate the possibility of installing street lighting in the above area. Cllr Kelly along with the clerk will approach CBC for the requirements of street lighting. All of the SPC owned lights have now been upgraded and are of a standard that they could be handed back to CBC, any new lights would need to be of the same standard. Once the criteria have been investigated the PC can look at costings for the lights.
26/20 HIGH STREET PLAY AREA, AGREE POSSIBLE REPLACMENT OF EQUIPMENT:
The swings were renovated last year so Cllr Mann suggested the PC have some more use out of them. It was suggested that a new quad rider be installed to replace the see saw that was removed, delivery and installation amounts to £5,500. There is also an area of slabs that need re levelling, it was suggested that a hopscotch could be painted on. Clerk will obtain quotes and email around. The Cllrs all agreed to the quad racer on the basis that approximately £8000 is available in S106 funding.
27/20 TREE WORK WITHIN THE VILLAGE:
Clerk and Cllr Kelly met with David Granger to discuss possible tree work within the village and to confirm grass cutting for the next year. Three items have been quoted for:
· Repairs to the verge opposite The Star and Garter including topsoil and seed. £150 + vat. All Cllrs agreed to this being carried out.
· Raise up the two trees on the corner of Fir Tree Rd and dispose of waste £125 + vat. All Cllrs agreed to this work being carried out.
· To raise the trees up and remove suckers either side of the footpath at the Millennium Green £260 + vat, this will be discussed after further inspection.
A meeting is scheduled for Clerk, Cllr Kelly and Cllr Mann with David Granger for 13/2/20 to walk the village and discuss areas requiring attention.
28/70 75TH ANNIVERSARY TEA PARTY:
The Silsoe Community Trust are arranging a Tea party for VE Day, 8th May 2020, they submitted an application for a grant for £200 to the PC. The event will be non-profit making and tickets will be sold for £5 each and will be booked in advance. All Cllrs agreed to the donation.
29/20 BLOOR HOMES UPDATE:
Peter Burke the contact at Bloor has now left, a meeting with his replacement his being arranged, a list of remedial works has been sent to him in advance of this meeting. David Joseph now involved and will be involved in the meeting. As time is passing so is the need to start looking at some maintenance on the site. The cricket outfield for instance requires fertiliser and weed kill at a cost of approximately £1800, the costs for this were included in the handover but these works will be required prior to completion. The aim is to reach a completion by 1/4/20. 
30/20 STAR AND GARTER:
The Star and Garter has now been repossessed and signs are up to update the community. The PC are still exchanging emails with EI, who it seems are in the process of being taken over by Stonegate.
31/20 THE CAGE:
A quote has been obtained from Mike Dales for £1800 + vat for a written specification and schedule of work plus P&P if required and 52p per mile travel charges. All Cllrs agreed. Cllr Harrison will confirm for the works to go ahead. The report will also go to Greensand Trust. 
31/20 YOUTH WORKERS WITHIN THE VILLAGE:
Clerk has been communicating with Grand Union Youth Workers, these youth workers regularly work within the local secondary schools and therefore are familiar to the young people. She has spoken to them regarding the possibility of them visiting the young people within the village and talking to them about possible activities that may be of interest. All Cllrs Agreed to Clerk progressing with this.
A resident attended the meeting with a view to considering joining the PC, he discussed the possibility of finding a venue and offering a place for the young people to go.
There was a recent incident involving four young people at the sports centre, the lock on the accessible toilets also got damaged and there was damage to a vehicle.
32/20 PLANNING:
CB/TRE/20/00011 CB/TRE/20/00066 Cllr Harrison will look at both tree applications.
33/20 FINANCE, INCLUDING ONLINE BANKING:
Payments to be made:
Traffic assessment High St £1170.00
Grangers £120, £298.39, £875.84
JD Gardening £100
Silsoe Community Society £200
Link A ride £50
Anglian Water £12.07 and £99.86
Village Hall £40
EON £57.82
Balances: 
Current acc £89,579.52
Business acc £65,789.15
Nationwide £80,530.63
34/20 CONSULTATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE:
· Link a ride donation request. £50 donation agreed by all Councillors.
· Sport safe information.
· Anglian water update of water strategic programme.
· Boxap catalogue.
35/20 AOB:
1. Questions were asked regarding the old tennis court, David Swain has been investigating, PC will ask for an update.
2. There has been some success with the rats at the allotment, although there has been some resistance from allotment holders.
3. There has been a minor repair to the pothole on the High Street, Clerk will re-report that the hole still remains.
4. Rats have been found at the bottle bank; Clerk has reported them.
5. Clerk suggested making the AGM into an evening of thanks for residents in the village who volunteer for varying tasks, giving them the opportunity to inform residents of the work they carry out? Cllrs in favour of this, it would need to be advertised.
36/20 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 11TH March 2020.
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