SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on 7th May 2021 via Zoom.
Present: 
Cllr Kelly in the Chair
Cllr Offer, Cllr. L Mann, Cllr Tierney, Cllr McGrory, Cllr Kevan.
Apologies Cllr Willard and CBC Councillor Alison Graham.
41/21 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair:
Cllr Kelly opened the meeting by explaining that it is the first time in 46 years that the position of Chairman was to be filled, it has been a year since Mike Jarrard sadly passed away. Cllr Kelly also commented that the past year had been the most intense and active period he has ever known in the Parish Council. He thanked Cllr McGrory and Cllr Offer for their support as Vice-Chairs and Cllr Kevan for his support with the Council Financial reporting. Cllr Kelly made special mention of the Clerk to the Council for her work is keeping the Council abreast of its responsibilities the Council business. Cllr Kelly went on to say that the Council desperately needs to fill some of the vacancies on the PC to help manage the workload more evenly.
Cllr Kelly agreed to carry on the position of Chairman, proposed by Cllr Kevan seconded by Cllr Offer. Cllr Offer agreed to carry on the position of Vice-Chair, proposed by Cllr Kevan an seconded by Cllr Kelly. Cllr McGrory agreed to carry on the position of Vice- Chair, proposed by Cllr Offer, seconded by Cllr Kevan.
42/21 Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interest:
All Cllrs accepted their position as Councillor for the coming year, Clerk advised Cllrs to update their Declaration of interest with CBC. Cllr Kevan declared an interest, his wife has been put forward for the Group Scout Leader position.
43/21 Public participation:
Since news broke of the Greenwood proposed development there has been lots of comments on social media and a resident has set up a group to co-ordinate activity to oppose the development. The resident was concerned that the information provided to residents may become fragmented if there were too many sources? The PC confirmed that the 21 days will not commence until the notices have been erected, once the PC has received further information it will pass this on to residents and ask them to register their views. So far CBC have received a ‘shell’ of an application and no fee, once the full submission is received the planning process will begin. If the application is refused it is likely to go to appeal and an inspector and the decision will be one of planning policy, the PC will be extra vigilant in keeping residents updated. There are several matters to be considered with the proposed site, this area is an Area of Outstanding Beauty, it is close to a Grade 1 listed monument and partly Greenbelt, this will all be outlined when opposing the site.
It was suggested that the PC join with other PCs in the area and link information via websites for residents to view, it was also suggested that the Cllrs could look to professionals who are resident within the village and may be able to offer advice.
A resident asked for an update regarding traffic in the village, Cllr Kelly has sent the specification to a number of traffic management companies and is awaiting responses from them. The aim is to have the survey set up for June/July 21 to record the summer period, the positioning of the cameras needs to be agreed to avoid a section where traffic is required to slow down. There is an ongoing enquiry into the Clophill to Shefford Roundabout at the moment.
There has been no further update regarding HGVs, although a resident did report that there has been a reduction in the number passing through the village.
The parking signage for the Wrest Park (North Park) has been agreed and gone to print.
The speed and noise from vehicles, mainly motorbikes speeding along the A6 is once again becoming an issue, the section between the Barton and Clophill roundabout is being used as a race circuit.
44/21 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
· The Minutes of the meetings held on 12th April 2021 were agreed.
45/21 Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation:
· See 42/21
46/21 Report by Central Bedfordshire Councillor:
Cllr Graham sent her apologies, she also sent the following report:
1. Double yellows in Park Avenue, today from Lisa Wright 2: the 21-day public consultation on these is opening in the week beginning May 13. If there is no objection, highways will install them in June. If there are objections, it will go to Traffic Management, in July.
1. This Green Village: I discussed this with Kevin Collins, the relevant CBC executive member responsible for planning, last week. He was noncommittal, but I think CBC will reject, because it is so huge, and will warp the local plan, as well as going against CBC’s policy of villages not coalescing. The local plan should be confirmed by the end of the year. There has been no pre app discussion, merely the scoping exercise before the pandemic hit.  Projects on this scale require a master plan, as well as the normal application systems, so I don’t see anything being sufficiently advanced as to beat the local Plan confirmation.
       Debbie Quinn is CBC’s senior planning officer, a firm pair of hands, and is already keeping me               in the loop regarding the Sager retirement village. 
As you know, I suggested the p c s in this ward, after the scoping exercise, should work together, along with Barton le Clay. I have today emailed the other two ward members involved, Ian Shingler (Barton)and James Jamieson (Pulloxhill), suggesting that we three also align our responses, going forward.

47/21Finances:
Cllr Kevan provided a Financial Report which included.
OUTING GOING PAYMENTS FOR MAY:

David Granger £1545.92 and £227.40
NEET (Bedford painting) £564.00
Aurora £150
Ian expenses £606.60

Account balances on 31st March and 12th April 2021:

Current a/c £30,786.30         £61,784.09
Deposit a/c £200,940.56       £200,940.56
Nationwide £81,257.39         £81,475.34
The allotment rents include the gardening club fees and there has been some confusion over deposits, this needs to be clarified prior to the audit.
There has been some additional expenditure this month due to the container needing painting and the appropriate signage due to the recent vandalism, the signs will now also need to be replaced as they have been vandalised. Other signage around the football pitches and Country park also needs replacing.
Clerk and Cllr Kevan will now prepare the audit for inspection.
48/21 Planning:
 The PC considered the following applications:
CB/TCA/21/00176 Fell Lime tree in wrest Park. This application is part of the 15 years of planned works, no objections.
CB/21/01426/FULL Treetops, Silsoe. Construction of a new tractor/storage shed and demolish existing. No objection
There were two lawful development certificates for loft conversions, no objections.
Taymer Park Retirement Development:
Following the meeting with the consultants the PC have responded outlining their main concerns. A resident highlighted that there are no care provisions within the retirement village.
The original Taymer planning application expires on 21/6/21, there was a discharge of condition dated 29/9/20, does this extend the overall date? Cllr Offer will find out.
Bloor Homes adoption: Cllr Kelly has written to the CEO at CBC regarding the development.
Cllr Offer has received an email response regarding Whitebeam close, he will update the Cllrs accordingly when he has read it.
49/21 Projects:
Park Avenue Footpath: 
· CBC are still awaiting a response from WPE.
· A meeting has been requested to discuss the Newbury lane – A6 path, Cllr Kelly will decide.
Website:
· Cllr Willard has received and collated the information he, the PC are happy for him to meet with Aurora and go to the next stage.
The Cage:
· The specification of the project is currently being looked at and a second funding application will be required. It is at the discretion of the PC what information is included on the sign, Cllr Offer has investigated this and will contact CBC for additional advice. It was proposed that the sign be positioned on the triangle of grass at the top of Vicarage Road, but it was suggested that it would be more visible sited in the Churchyard. 
Vandalism meeting:
· The possibility of holding a public meeting was discussed, requesting residents to bring along their ideas, this suggestion will be reviewed later, it was agreed to keep on encouraging residents to report incidents.
Young people activity project:
· The PC discussed arranging for activities in the village for young people during the holidays to address the vandalism and anti-social behaviour. Clerk has applied for funding from the Police. It was agreed the sessions should be for the young people of Silsoe only disadvantaged young people should be prioritised. The PC need to work alongside the sports centre now to plan the sessions, Clerk will arrange a follow up meeting. Cllr McGrory proposed the PC fund this project, seconded by Cllr Kevan, all Cllrs in agreement.
50/21 Consultations and correspondence:
· Consultation, as per my emails.
· CPRE magazine.
· Glasdon flyer.
51/21 AOB:
· Garages in Holly walk: Clerk has had several conversations with Cranfield estates property department and both they and the legal department believe that the garages are not owned by the estate. They believe they are owned by the houses situated around the corner, possibly old council stock, each would have been issued a garage when transferred, they have forwarded me the land registry documents, which I have sent to Cllr Kelly and David Swain to view prior to following this up with CBC.

· The High Court has declined a request for Parish councils to be given the power to hold virtual meetings after 7th May 2021, permission was originally only granted for one year. The general opinion amongst councils is that they will either delay the June meeting till after 21st June or will not hold a June meeting at all just start actual face to face meetings from July. It was agreed that the June meeting would be cancelled, and the net meeting would be in July either face to face or virtual, this would be dependent on the appeal. Clerk will update residents via FB and website.
·  S101 Local Government Act 1972 permits the Councillors to delegate the power of decision making to two members of the Council, this will allow payments to be agreed and decisions to be made outside of a full council meeting. Clerk and Cllr Kevan will be delegated these powers, all Cllrs agreed. Any decision will be agreed by via email prior to Cllr Kevan or Clerk taking action.
· The PC met with Tom Woodhouse from English Heritage last week, St George’s day was a great success, was well received and controlled. He also mentioned summer activities that English Heritage are currently looking into.

52/21 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th July 2021, Village hall or virtual, yet to be agreed.
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