SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2020 via Zoom
Present: 
Cllr McGrory in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, Cllr Kevan, Cllr Willard, Cllr Tierney, Cllr Offer, CBC Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllr Kelly.
146/20 Public Participation:

146/20 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
· The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2020 were agreed, a resident expressed that the Minutes from September 2020 were not a true reflection of the resolution, Clerk will amend and September Minutes will be signed in December 2020.
· The deletion of the previous meeting recording was agreed.
1/20 Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation:
· None.
138/20 Public participation:
· None.
139/20 Report by Central Bedfordshire Councillor:
· Cllr Graham has received several emails regarding the bottle bank and questioning the PC powers? Cllr Graham has confirmed that it is not within her remit to decide, the decision would be made through communication with the PC.
· Newbury Lane, Cllr Graham has been following up the discussions of raised tables and changed signage. The officer dealing with this is on sick leave and the Executive member is on Annual leave, meaning there is no further update. Cllr Graham has been investigating alternative sources of possible funding, but there are no S106 contributions available.
· The scoping exercise CB/20/02892/SCO has now closed, and we await CBC’s response to the proposal There are currently no other developer applications in the pipeline.
· A resident contacted the PC regarding parking near the entrance to The  Beeches, Cllr Graham confirmed that she approached CBC Highways reference parking restrictions but they have confirmed that they have no funding available and that Rural Match Funding is frozen for this year. 
· There is some small project funding available through Cllr Graham, Cllr McGrory will discuss the possibility of funding a noticeboard.
· A resident has contacted the PC regarding the Caribbean food service being parked in a street for 3 hours a week, also the Pizza service which is now in the village Friday and Saturday evenings. Clerk will contact CBC Highways to ensure they have the necessary Food Safety Certification; Gas Test Certificates and any Traffic Orders that may be required.
140/20 Finances:
Cllr Kevan emailed his latest Financial Report which included
· Current Account = £54,956.90
· Deposit Account = £200,930.54
· National wide = 81,257.39
Outgoing payments for October2020:
· David Granger £2,695.48 and £225.10
· Website/social media £150.
· Eon £48.98
· Character Press £142.80
· Wave £347.79and £10.21
· CPM Playgrounds £228
· Andy Musket £108
All payments agreed, Clerk will set up online payments to be authorised by Cllr Kevan.
There have now been 15 cuts by Grangers and it is hoped that we are nearing the end of the cutting season, £3,064 remains in the general grass cutting budget, only £658 remains for the Millennium green budget and £955 for the football fields.
A quotation has been prepared for the cutting of the hedgerows to The Millennium Green, The Allotments, High Street North and Newbury Lane for the sum of £2,970.00 (ex VAT). The costs are in line with CBC cost estimates. Costs to be apportioned between SPC and MG Trust
It was proposed that two (2) trees in the High Street North Play Area be removed at the request of The Silsoe Management Company Ltd who manage The Fairways flats adjacent. They have raised concerns that the tree roots are damaging their foundations. Total cost to remove the trees is quoted at £600.00 (ex VAT). Clerk will write to the SMC Ltd to see if they would be willing to contribute to removal of the trees and for the cost of planting of new replacement trees elsewhere? Ivy in the corner of the play area has been cut back.
The hedge by The Laurels overhanging the public footpath needs cutting back, Clerk will approach Eastcote Estates.
Minor repairs and adjustments identified in the ROSPA Inspection Reports for all three play areas at a cost of £800, (Ex VAT)
141/20 Planning:
CB/20/03431 - TAYMAR NURSING HOME. Application seeking to remove certain building conditions, mainly noise, materials, and fencing. Committee completely agree with CBC reluctance to change the conditions. Further information would be required to discuss it further.
CB/20/03393/LDCP - 16 ASPEN WAY. Lawful Development certificate, no objections.
CB/20/03171 - 85 ALDER WYND. Retrospective application for a single storey side extension, no objections, or comments.
CB/20/03104 - New Inn Farm. Comments were agreed, there were some issues regarding disabled facilities which were inaccessible to the disabled. 
CB/20/03545 - 10 The Gateway, Blackthorn Place. Application for a change of use in order that the unit be utilised for hair and beauty. It was noted that there was a lack of ventilation in the two treatment rooms on the plan.
Hayfields:   Cllr Offer has written to CBC and received a reply regarding the lighting outside the Hayfields development. The Street lighting is being referred to as a permitted development and the PC would need to discuss replacing it with Highways? Cllr Graham suggested discussing it directly with Hayfields?
CBC – Affordable Homes - Cllr Offer followed up the latest email with a letter to CBC and has received a further response, in which CBC referred to the complaint as an “unfortunate incident” and they propose no further solution. 
It was resolved that the Council would not pursue this matter any further as this would require legal action which the PC was unwilling to commit to.
 Bloor Homes: - An outline contract has been received and discussed by the Committee, a few questions and queries have been raised and queried with Bloor Homes. David Swain is working through the document and the 187 property registry items. A follow up meeting with Bloor to be arranged.
White Beam Close A question was raised over the pathway leading into the estate from Newberry Lane Whitebeam and whether the developer intended to fence it from neighbouring properties? David Swain is looking into this. 
It has been noted that CBC Highways will not be adopting the roadway that serves 17 of the 23 properties. The maintenance roadway, the pathways, trees, and plantings will be the responsibility of the Residents unless there is a Maintenance agreement with others. Cllr Offer will contact the Planning Officer for clarification of the development.
142/20 Projects:
The Cage: Cllr Offer has been investigating this project, Eloise Markham from the Greensand Trust has not yet responded to his email. Michael Dales has been communicating with her and she is intending to discuss the project with their Committee. 
Michael Dales would like to revisit The Cage, to review the works he confirmed there would be no additional labour costs, but they would charge travel expenses. The PC agreed to not fund any other investigations until a further update is received from Michael Dales.
Tree Inspection Survey: The quote for the tree survey has been agreed at approximately £2800 and work should start in approximately 3 weeks.
Apologies: Due to lack of connection Cllr McGrory left the meeting.
The Website: Aurora put a post on FB asking residents what information they would like on the website. Only one response has been received and It was suggested that Aurora post it on Silsoe Network. Aurora has sent through some information regarding the website.
A meeting has been arranged for next week, could all Councillors please look at the information forwarded to them and email Clerk with any comments.
Park Avenue: Awaiting a response from David Taylor
143/20 Consultations and correspondence:
· Physiotherapist - Contact from a resident asking if the Silsoe Community Sports Centre would be available to hire out a small room for physiotherapy. Clerk will direct enquiry to Gemma, Centre Manager.
· Miller Development - Street Lights Z14,15,16,17 street has been reported as not working. A Resident and the Clerk have been trying to establish ownership of the lamps for the last few months. CBC have now agreed they are responsible for three (3) lamps and will repair them. The outstanding light in The Conifers is unresolved and the Clerk will follow this up.
· Remembrance Day - The PCC will meet later in the week to decide if they will be holding a Remembrance Day Service on Sunday 8th November. PC have ordered a wreath.
· Christmas Lights - The switching-on of the High Street Christmas lights will be the first Friday in December, but this will be low key.
· Bottle Bank - The new insulated waste bins will be on trial soon to see if the noise is more manageable? If not, the PC will carry out a consultation exercise with Residents as to whether the bottle banks should be removed?
144/20 AOB:
· Reminders for allotment payments have been sent out, payments are made in arrears. There is currently a waiting list for plots.
14520 Date of next meeting:
The next meeting will be held via Zoom at 7.30pm on 11th November 2020.
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