SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th December 2020 via Zoom
Present: 
Cllr Kelly in the Chair
Cllr McGrory, Cllr. L Mann, Cllr Kevan, Cllr Tierney, Cllr Offer, CBC Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllr Willard
156/20 Public Participation:
A resident raised several points:
· She emailed the Clerk with a photograph of a vehicle transporter leaving WPE, the driver turned right then went up Ampthill Rd, resolved: Chairman and the resident will contact WPE.
· There was a suggestion from a resident in a recent meeting with Cllr Graham and Cllr Dalgarno that maybe compulsory left turn out of Park Avenue into the High Street would be a solution to traffic going along Ampthill Rd. This would need to go to consultation, the resident asked if the PC would take ownership of this? The Council were concerned that there was adequate space in the High street to accommodate the proposed change. Drivers failing to comply would make the junction more unsafe and the resulting change would also have to address resulting impact of traffic in West End Rd, Vicarage Rd, Fir Tree Rd, and Holly Walk. Cllrs will discuss the request under CBC Highways.
· Resident requested an update on Police presence, resolved: Chairman is looking into this.
· Resident asked for an update on any proposed changes to the junction at the top of Newbury Lane, another resident has contacted CBC, Cllr Graham was able to offer advice.
· Is the new signage on the Bloor development going to indicate a 20mph zone? Resolved: Chairman will follow this up with Bloor and CBC.
· Is there to be any improved signage from the A507 for HGVs? Cllr Graham has followed this up.
157/20 Confirm the Minutes/ Matter Arising: 
· The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2020 were agreed, a slight amendment was required to the December 2020 Minutes, these will be signed in January 2021
· The deletion of the previous meeting recording was agreed.
158/20 Declaration of interest/ Request for dispensation:
· None.
159/20 Report by Central Bedfordshire Councillor:
· The deadline for the clearance of the site on Ward Hedges has been extended to January 2021 due to Covid-19.
· The Canter organisation have thanked Rotary and the Community Asset grant for contributing to an Eco toilet. In fact, Cllr Graham had contributed to this, from her Ward member grant, it was not from the Community asset grant.
· From the same grant, Cllr Graham has also been able to part fund the fencing around the village hall, to secure the space for the Silsoe Scout group.
· Cllr Graham was approached by an Executive member to discuss the Greensand County fund, the Charity have identified two unique places in CBC that will be eligible for funding for repairs, one of which, is The Cage. The PC would only need to pay for a notice providing an explanation. The PC awaits the Charity’s contact.
· Cllr Graham has been approached by a Senior Planning Officer at CBC regarding a pre-application enquiry regarding retirement accommodation adjacent to Taymar Nursing Home. This will need to go to Consultation, Cllr Graham, and the Executive Member Ms Julie Ogley - Adult Healthcare and Housing will attend a presentation and discuss the needs of the area.
· There was a meeting of the Executives yesterday and in the spring, they will be looking to spend £1 million on tree planting, details are on the website if the PC would like the village to be included?
· In response to a recent fatal road accident several CBC Cllrs from adjacent wards, including Cllr Graham, have contacted Highways to request traffic calming on the A507 between the Shefford and Clophill Roundabouts.
160/20 Finances:
Cllr Kevan emailed his latest Financial Report which included
· Current Account = £41,604.23
· Deposit Account = £200,935.55
· National wide = 81,257.39
£7,133.80 uncleared invoices
Outgoing payments for December 2020:
· David Granger £5,825.05
· Website/social media £150.
· Eon £53.75
· Malcolm Hughes (payable to Keith) £400.66
· CPM Playgrounds £960
Cllr Kevan queried cheque 1021131 which is uncleared, Clerk will follow up.
All payments agreed, Clerk will set up online payments to be authorised by Cllr Kevan.
The grass cutting continues to be cut, 20 cuts on the Millennium Green and have had two more cuts of the football pitches this month, it continues to grow.
£6,095 is still budgeted for The Cage.
Following on from the discussions last month, the village hall forwarded an invoice for £3,545.20 (590.87 vat) the PC will pay this:
£2000 20/21 Grant
£250 additional rent as agreed
£750 from the grant for 2021/22
Clerk has invoiced the Millennium Green Committee for £1,301, contribution for hedge cutting, Clerk will confirm the amount paid last year. The PC is currently covering the costs of grass cutting of the Millennium Green rather than providing a grant
The Annual Parish Council Budget meeting is arranged for 14th December 2020 via Zoom. Cllr Kevan will send out a draft budget document in advance of the meeting, and asked all Councillors to give some thought about expenditure for 2021-22
161/20 Planning:
The following planning applications were discussed, please see the Planning meeting minutes for further information, all comments of the Planning Committee were agreed by full Council.
· CB/20/04063/full 1 THE COPPICE
· CB/TCA/20/00651 39 HIGH ST
· CB/20/04172/FULL 23 PLANTATION VIEW
· CB/TCA/20/00663 WREST PARK
· CB/TCA/20/00675 WREST PARK
· CB/20/04401/FULL 1 CHESTNUT AVE
Cllr Graham has had a meeting with the site manager of Hayfields and raised several issues, the site manager intends to invite the PC to look at the show homes and the site.
162/20
The Cage: 
Cllr Offer has been communicating with Michael Dales, he will now await information from the Greensand Charity.
Tree Inspection Survey: 
The survey is now complete, and Clerk will email the full survey to all Cllrs. Several trees will require attention. 2 immediately, 2 in the next 4 weeks, 10 in the next 13 weeks and 80+ in the next 2-5 years. A meeting will be arranged to discuss this further and agree action. The trees behind the Orchard will require pruning. 
Bat Boxes 
The bat boxes in the Community Orchard have been tampered with, Cllr Tierney has removed 3, leaving 2 in the Orchard. PC need to seek further information regarding them. Clerk will forward Chris Dorow’s contact details.
Footpaths
Cllr Tierney has started to compiled footpath condition survey information and aims to have these documents available on the website. It is proposed to encourage regular walkers to complete inspection reports and to report any damage or obstructions on the routes
The bridge at the bottom of Thrift Wood, on the permissive path is damaged. As horses use this it perhaps could be upgraded to a bridleway, CBC will be contacted for advice.
Council Logo 
Cllr Tierney emailed around some possible logos for the PC, these will be discussed with Aurora. A meeting has been scheduled for Monday 14th December to discuss the logos, the website progress and accessibility.
163/20 Consultations and correspondence:
· Open meeting: The inaugural SPC Open meeting was held on Wednesday 25th November; Several Residents attended the open and were able to enter discussion with the Cllrs regarding issues and concerns within the village. The notes of the meeting are now available on the website. 
The Council carried out a review of the meeting and resolved to continue with Open meetings Quarterly intervals. 
· Highways/Traffic: The main complaint by Residents was the speed and volume of traffic within the village. Councillors spent some time discussing a proposal from the resident to make a particular individual traffic alteration. There was considerable concern that the proposed change would be ineffective and that in isolation would cause unacceptable disruption elsewhere in the village. It was decided to investigate this further and to seek further advice from CBC Highways.
· Cllr Kelly stated in his view traffic was the biggest single issue affecting Village life. The PC had over the years commissioned several traffic surveys which were sporadic, random and of limited value. Any proposed change in traffic flow in the village could not be made in isolation and must take into consideration the effects elsewhere in the village. Councillor Kelly therefore formerly proposed that the PC look to arranging annual traffic surveys to provide the PC with reliable, up to date information and to enable better and more informed decisions.  The PC also need to be better equipped when considering the implications of traffic generated by future new developments both in and around the Village. The proposal was approved.

· Bottle banks: CBC are still awaiting delivery.
· Lights appeal: Bedford and L&D Hospitals are raising money for the NICU and SCBU units and asking people to sponsor a Christmas light. Cllrs agreed to £50 donation.
· Pyramid Schools Consultation: Cllrs did not feel they needed to submit any comments to the consultation.
· Dentist: A Dentist contacted Clerk regarding the needs for a surgery within the area, Clerk is awaiting further information.
164/20 AOB:
· The Government have released an Covid-19 update regarding play areas. Clerk has spoken to Shefford TC, they will not be carrying out any additional cleaning on their play areas and CBC are not taking extra measures on the areas owned by them. Cllr Kelly reported that he had read the Covid-19 update and reviewed the SPC Play Area Risk Assessment and did not propose any change. It was agreed to send out a reminder to parents to please clean surfaces before and after use, keep social distancing whilst using the areas and if the area looks busy please do not go in all as indicated on the fixed signage.
· The PC sent out an appeal for details of any residents that would be alone for Christmas so that the PC could deliver a Christmas surprise, Clerk has received details of 1 resident and will organise shortbread/biscuits or like the value of £10 and deliver.
· Clerk will arrange for the internal audit in the new year.
· Clerk will arrange for a vat claim in the new year.
· Harlington school has now been closed due to Covid-19.
· Cllr Kevan has received a complaint regarding parking in Park Ave, traffic is obstructing vehicles exiting the Beeches and the rowans. The verges are also being chewed up and the tree roots are being compressed, effecting their growth. A waiting time limit was discussed along with the possibility of wooden stakes or lumps of sandstone to prevent parking. Cllr Kelly will contact WPE.
· Cllr Kelly will contact J Robinson, several trees surrounding the cricket pith near protecting as rabbits are eating them.
· PC will send out a FB post to thank the organisers and participants of the Scarecrow competition, it was amazing and really brought the village together, just what residents needed at this difficult time.
165/20 Date of next meeting:
The Budget meeting will be held via Zoom at 7.30pm on 14th December 2020.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th January 2021 via Zoom.
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