SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 9th January 2019.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, P Kevan, I Kelly, McGrory, Flack, Bache and Harrison. Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
1/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
A new application has been submitted to CBC for the Monopole reducing the height from 12.5m to 12m, the applicant has not responded to any of the questions asked following the previous application. Residents raised their concerns at the meeting and have submitted their views to CBC.
2/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 12th December 2018 were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting.
3/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
None.
4/19 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR:
Mr Peter Offer attended the meeting with a view to joining the Parish Council, this was proposed by Cllr Jarrard and all Councillors supported this. Mr Offer completed the Co-option form, the Clerk will send him the CBC link to fulfil their requirements.
5/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· An enforcement notice has been issued for 4 Barton Rd, to ascertain whether plans that were approved are being complied with.
· CBC are finalising the budget. A meeting with the Executive was held on 8/1/19.
· CBC has received the 6% ringfenced social care extra funding and will receive no more thing next year.
· Central Government funding from taxes, to local government has been reduced to 0% for CBC this year. Legislation for Local authorities to keep 100% of the business rates to make up the difference has yet to be passed due to Brexit.
· CBC are debating d a 1% council tax increase; however, the PCC and Fire and Police services are likely to go for the maximum amount.
· CBC have been planning fora no deal Brexit, they will: a) ensure staff are protected, b) make sure infrastructure is flexible and open and c) be have a contingency fund for potential problems.
· The Horticultural centre will be a designated centre for day-care, Ampthill centre will slowly close down. The centre, to be known as a hub, will be extended and will offer a service five days a week. 4 smaller spokes will operate around it.
· Discussions are on going for a health and wellbeing facility in Silsoe. There will be a hub in Biggleswade with hopefully a smaller spoke within the village. A scoping exercise is currently taking place to ascertain the needs of this area.
· There has been an objection by CCG to the Kingsbury homes application.
The High Street reconfiguration is due to commence 19/1/19, Cllr Graham will request an update on this.
6/19 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
CBC have a back log of submitted Neighbourhood Plans to deal with at the moment. Cllr Flack has received the health check information back and is currently working through it. Suggested Green Spaces were agreed by the Cllrs to be included within the plan, the Pc do not need to own these pieces of land. An invoice is expected for £150 for photographs included within the Green Space information. 
Cllr Flack had a list of 25 identified projects and requested all Cllrs prioritise their top 5, residents will be asked to do the same and the responses collated. Each of the five projects will then be assessed for timescale and costs. Residents will be contacted via the Newsletter and Facebook.
The Clerk is currently arranging a meeting with Kingsbury Homes, Cllr Jarrard, Kelly, Flack and Mann expressed an interest in attending.
7/19 BLOOR HANDOVER:
· PLAY AREA: Drawings for the Play area have been received and Lisa white has been contacted, the commuted sum for the play area has been calculated but not agreed. Cllrs expressed concerns about combining three play areas into one.  Cllr Kelly will speak to CBC to discuss this further. The proposed play area is fenced with three gates, the safe surfaces are predominantly Wet Pour with tiles below the zip wire. The paths leading to the play area will need to be upgraded due to increased usage. Installation is set to commence January 2019.
· POND WORKS: In accordance with the ROSPA report Bloor will create access to the pond, install a safety fence, amend planting and install a buoy.
· SWALE: Bloor have agreed to clear the northern end of the swale between the village park and community woodland and to clear drainage obstructions.
· PLANTING: Bloor have commissioned a re-planting survey and works will be completed before spring. SPC have requested that where there is evidence of flooding or large quantities of dead plants that the re-planting be transferred to other areas.
· CRICKET PITCHES: Bloor have agreed to commission the additional works involving treatments to the cricket square as specified.
· VILLAGE PARK-TREE SURGERY: Bloor have agreed to pollard and crown the 25 large trees along Barton Rd.
· VILLAGE PARK-BARTON RD ACCESS: Bloor have agreed to install a gate and height restriction to the accessway by the pumping station to control access onto the village park..
· VILLAGE GREEN-DRAINAGE SERVICES: Bloor have commenced an investigation into the various drainage beneath Village Park.
· SCSC ROOF: awaiting an update from Bloor re the remedial works.
8/19 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Roles and responsibilities for all Councillors were discussed and agreed. Clerk will distribute the list.
9/19 DROPBOX:
The trial of the Business use has expired, and it was agreed to sign up for the individual package. Clerk will arrange this.
10/19 RURAL MATCH FUNDING:
Cllr Kelly and the Clerk have been preparing statements for Rural Match Funding. Two suggestions are a) traffic calming to Ampthill Rd and b) Crossing improvements to Chestnut Ave/Mander farm Rd. Cllr Flack suggested some items from the Neighbourhood Plan list, she will forward ideas to the Clerk and then Cllrs can agree prior to submitted the application prior to 31/1/19.
11/19 PLANNING:
The Parish Council considered the following applications:
CB/18/03676/TD
The PC will submit the same objection as last time with the additional comments that the Cllrs were disappointed that questions raised had not been responded to by the applicant.
CB/18/04483/FULL 14 Elm Drive, 2 storey rear extension. No Objection.
CB/18/04723/FULL 4 Vicarage Rd. No Objection.
CB/18/04409/RM Consultation.
Planning contacted the Pc for suggestions of street naming for the land at roundabout at junction of College Chase and Mander Farm Rd, Clerk will forward the suggestions to CBC:
Cranfield Court
Cranfield Parade
Blackthorn
An Enforcement notice has been issued for the junction at College Chase.
12/19FINANCE:
Payments to be made:
£55.28 EON
£1257.60 GRANGER
£143.22 A MUSKETT
An invoice for £150 from the Greensand Trust is expected.
BATPC fees for next year are £605
Millennium Green will not require a grant for this year.
Balances: 
Current acc £59,253.50
Business acc £65,658.09
Nationwide £80,00
13/19 CONSULTATIONS & CORRESPONDENCE:
· CPRE magazine and update.
· Bishops Catalogue.
· Consultation on budget hard copies and poster.
14/19 AOB:
· The Village are raising money for Defibrillator batteries.
· Cllr Kelly will distribute notes from his recent training course. Clerk will forward the BATPC training programme.
· A number of bikes are being ridden around the village by young people dangerously and without lights. Any concerns should be reported to the schools for them to raise safety awareness, a notice will also be placed on Facebook. Cllr Harrison will also speak to PC Dagley. CBC offer young/prospective driver courses free of charge. 
· No further update on mobile trading, they already had a licence, so it was just a renewal.
· It was suggested that once the handover of the various areas had been completed the village grass cutting contract should be re-tendered.
· The Highways upgrade to the street lighting was discussed. 
· The meeting considered the costs to fit embellishments kits and fit period lanterns to 19 replacement street lights recently replaced by CBC. It was agreed that the PC would be better to upgrade the lights owned by them that will require changing soon. 
· The PC agreed to the Andy Musket quote for £7598 + vat. Clerk will instruct Andy to carry out the work.
· The Bus shelter quote for replacement UPVC is £1400, it was agreed not to go ahead with the replacement.
· Miller Homes have forwarded drawings showing the adopted areas and public common spaces. Cllr Kelly has requested further information from CBC and has also referred the documentation to David Swain for advice.To be discussed at the next meeting.

15/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 13th February 2019.
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