SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 13th February 2019.
Present: Cllr Kelly in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, P Kevan, I Kelly, Bache, Harrison and Offer. Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllrs Jarrard, Flack and McGrory.
16/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
None
17/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 9th January 2019 were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting.
18/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Cllr Kevan declared an interest in item 8 on the Agenda, Scouting in Silsoe.
19/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· There are possibly going to be Ward boundary changes in the next four years and this could potentially effect Silsoe due to the size of the Village after its expansion. The Parish Council will be Consulted and will have an opportunity to express their preference for Ward area. This could potentially increase/decrease the number of Ward Councillors, on average there are 3,000 voters per Ward Councillor.
· Central Bedfordshire Council has created its own development company with a view to building its own housing on its own land rather than outsourcing the projects to developers. This will enable them to widen the range of accommodation which developers would be less inclined to do. They will continue with the 30% mix of housing and will be looking at Modular blocks of flats for single residents.
· Central Bedfordshire Council is one of only two Councils chosen o pilot a scheme whereby electricity is created from paths and roads. The scheme allows energy to be created by pedestrians walking over the area or cars driving over it. It is being trialled on the part of the A421 to Milton Keynes, which is being duelled and a pathway in Flitwick.
· The works are set to be carried out at the Horticultural Centre to make it a Day care Hub. Volunteers are required to assist with a range of activities that will be offered every day of the week. The building and car park will be extended, bathrooms will be upgraded, and the gardens will be improved to allow more produce to be grown and sold. Cllrs questioned the parking and access to the building. The car park is being extended to accommodate additional vehicles.
· An Enforcement notice has been issued for the site by Old Barton Road due to an invasion of privacy. There are three fenced off areas with yellow signs stating, ‘Protected area, no work to be done inside this fencing’. Two areas have trees in them, one has planting, Cllr Graham will investigate where the other tree has gone?
· Cllr Graham has been chasing Carole Hegley, the Executive Member for Adult Care. A meeting has been arranged for 22/2/19 to discuss the health and well-being spoke within the Village. Cllr Graham will attend. 
· Central Bedfordshire Council has kept the Council tax at 1% increase.
Gravenhurst Corner- Central Bedfordshire will assess whether enough work has been completed.
Complaints have been made in reference to the development of 23 houses in the village due to the mud on the road, PC will write to CBC.
20/19 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
The Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted however there is a backlog. The group have also received CVs for the inspectors for the plan.
21/19 BLOOR HANDOVER:
· PLAY AREA: Clerk has been liaising with Lisa White at CBC, Lisa is convinced that Bloor have still not submitted the final play area plans to CBC for final approval, she is following this up with John Ellis in planning. She did confirm that CBC now does favour one bigger play area than three small ones. Clerk has made Lisa aware that Bloor are now on site preparing the play area site, we are awaiting further updates.
· ROADS: The redundant drains have been dug up and the others are in the process of being re capped.
· POND WORKS: Barriers around the ponds have now been completed, buoys yet to be installed.
· SWALE: Bloor have agreed to dig it out, work will start this week.
· PLANTING: Bloor have commissioned a re-planting survey, re planting will be imminent. Some modifications will be made e.g. where previous plants have died due to the area not being suitable.
· CRICKET PITCHES: Bloor have completed to phase one.
· SCSC ROOF: Proposals have been submitted to Bloor.
· Bloor have requested a final complete list of outstanding items on the sports centre, this is being prepared by the trustees.
· The financial settlement still needs to be agreed.
· The PC have now adopted the football pitches, the School are still in discussions with Bloor, CBC and the Education dept with reference to theirs, the PC have non-involvement with these discussions. They continue to use the Muga.
· Bloor are aiming to complete by 1/4/19
22/19 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Roles and responsibilities were agreed.
23/19 SCOUTING IN SILSOE:
The Scouting District Commissioner has expressed an interest in bringing Scouting to the village of Silsoe. A number of children from the village attend groups in other villages but a lot of children from the village remain on waiting lists for the opportunity to join. At the District Commissioner's instigation a meeting has recently taken place between two professional Development Officers from the Scouts Association, the District Commissioner, John Robinson, Mrs Kevan (an assistant leader) and others to discuss the possibility.
The Scouts Association are prepared to come into the village, do presentations within the schools, advertise through leafleting and social media to recruit children and more leaders. They will then offer an open meeting to provide further information and then run a month’s trial of groups within the Village, all organised by the Scouting group. All they require is a venue to hire.
At their request, John Robinson has assessed possible venues and would like to discuss this further with the Village Hall Committee providing the PC gives its support. At the moment the Village Hall is booked so discussions will need to take place as to whether the Scouting group could be accommodated? John Robinson stated that the District Commissioner has set a deadline for finding a solution for a venue in Silsoe as he has another option elsewhere for leaders who have already confirmed their commitment and Silsoe would then loose this opportunity.
All Councillors agreed that this is very important for Silsoe's young community and felt that further discussions should take place with the Village Hall Committee with their full support of the proposal.
Cllr Offer will look to see if there is anything specific in the Neighbourhood Plan? Cllr Kevan confirmed that it was listed as desirable in the previous Parish Plan.
John Robinson will arrange a meeting with the Village Hall Committee to discuss this further and Cllrs will attend to represent the views of the PC
24/19 PLANNING:
The Parish Council considered the following applications:
CB/18/04662/VOC Model Farm, Shillington.
The PC had no comments on this application.
CB/19/00128/FULL The George, change of use of existing ground floor from Class 4 and A1/A3 to class C3, to form 4 self-contained flats.
The PC will prepare a statement to submit with the views of the Cllrs.
25/19FINANCE:
Payments to be made:
£57.82 EON
£1202.40 GRANGER
£45 LCPAS
£80 Village Hall
£3433.20 CPM Playgrounds
£475.20 Community Heartbeat trust
£100 J D Gardening
£713.75 Maudesport
£142.34 Ian expenses.
Balances: 
Current acc £57,700.76
Business acc £65,658.09
Nationwide £80,00.00
Tree quotes have been obtained for the Millennium Green, these will need to be discussed in the next financial year.
There was an issue with the vat return, the Clerk has re-submitted it.
26/19 CONSULTATIONS & CORRESPONDENCE:
· BATPC have issued their training programme, if anyone would like to attend a course please let the Clerk know.
· Glasdon Flyer
· Great British Spring Clean- The Millennium Green committee will be making arrangements.
· Scope-request for a textile bank to be placed within the village-declined.
· Bash the Beds boundary charity fun run, Clerk has emailed all Councillors the information.

27/19 AOB:
· A quote has been obtained for the repairs to the door on the Cage. It was discussed whether the original door should be repaired or used as a template for another door to be made from reclaimed oak. Clerk will try to obtain some advice from CBC.
· A light is not working at The Beeches, near the Orchard. The light is the responsibility of the Beeches Management company, Cllr Bache will report this.
· Cllr Jarrard and Cllr Kelly attended a highway open day. Nick Shaw has emailed the new officers in charge of the High St modifications requesting an update. John Chapman has offered to look at the pathway leading to Wrest Park.
· Cllr Offer, the Allotments Co-ordinator has had a very productive meeting with the other parties involved, he will request a statement of the deposits.
28/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 13th March 2019.
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