SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 17th July 2019.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, P Kevan, I Kelly, Bache, McGrory, Harrison. Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllr Flack, Cllr Offer.
88/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
None
89/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 12th June 2019 were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting. Matters arising, Silsoe Scout group has now been officially registered. All leaders and approximately 40 children have now been invested.
90/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Cllr Kelly and Cllr Kevan declared an interest as Trustees of Silsoe Recreational Trust regarding Agenda item 13.
Cllr Jarrard and Cllr Man declared an interest as Trustees of the Village Hall regarding item 8.
91/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· There have been a number of issues regarding the High St works, Cllr Graham arranged for a site inspection and the yellow lines opposite the junction of Ampthill Rd will be reinstated. Further High St alterations will be discussed following the inspection. The area near the shops is causing a problem with drivers driving on the pavement to get through, this will be discussed on the next site visit.
· CBC are working closely with Sport England and the School to have the playing field available for the Autumn term.
· The hedges in Holly Walk are overgrown and full of brambles, the Clerk has reported this to Mainstay and will chase them up.
· The Police are monitoring recent fires in Silsoe Rd, they will liaise with Waste services and the Air pollution team at CBC.
· No further information is available on the site that Gladman submitted an application for. Cllr Graham has called it in for the DMC should it be necessary.
· There are ongoing discussions regarding the Bottle bank, Clerk reported that CBC are currently looking at Barton Rd layby as a possible temporary move? From December 2019 glass will be collected from residents by CBC meaning that only a temporary solution is required.
· Councillors queried a previous planning application for conversion of agricultural buildings into dwellings, Cllr Graham will check with planning as to whether the new owner of an agricultural building which has been converted into a dwelling has to comply with the initial version, i.e. to not exceed its original footprint?
92/19 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
· The NP has been examined by Nigel McGurk and his report recommends that the NP should go to Referendum. He also recommended some modifications; his suggestions were checked against the intentions and facts within the plan and CBC. The steering group have had five weeks from the publication of the final report by CBC to make the required changes, it is this plan that will go to Referendum, probably in September.
· The recommendations included making the prose a little tighter and cutting out repetition. Some of the less quantifiable policies also required reigning in.
· The Local green spaces have been accepted.
· The finished plan reflects the National Planning Policy framework 2012 and local policies.
· The steering group will be seeking the support of all residents in this final stage.
93/19 PLAY AREAS AND ROSPA OUTCOMES:
ROSPA have carried out the annual inspections for the existing play areas within the village. A number of small repairs are required. The Clerk will obtain a quote for the repairs. The signage also needs updating.
94/19 AUTUMN HEDGE CUTTING:
It was previously discussed that the hedges will be cut in the Autumn, Cllr Kelly will discuss this with Grangers. The west side of the millennium green is currently being strimmed due to ruts making it unsuitable for mower.
The hedges by the Danes development require cutting, Cllr Jarrard will contact the developer.
95/19 VILLAGE HALL REPAIRS AND DONATION:
The Village Hall Committee have approached the PC for a donation of £4000 to cover repairs to the roof. Their bank balance at the end of May 2019 was £21,084, they are also awaiting a donation of £3000 from Garfield Weston Foundation.
The Committee have also questioned the donation of £1000 the PC make towards the Post office; the annual hall charges amount to £4,800.
The Village Hall Committee are not anticipating any further repairs this year and the PC therefore agreed to a donation of £4000 but this will include the donation for the post office usage. Last year a grant of £2000 was given and £5000 the previous year.
96/19 CHURCHYARD:
The PCC have reported that the Churchyard will be available for the next ten years.
97/19 NORTHERN HIGH ST DEVELOPMENT INCLUDING PARKING, SITE ACCESS AND BOTTLE BANK:
Discussed previously.
98/19 PLANNING:
The Parish Council considered the following applications:
CB/19/01778/FULL THRIFTWOOD FARM, erection of a tractor shed. No objection.
CB/19/01456/FULL 24 HIGH ST, installation of roller shutter. No objection.
CB/19/02035/VOC THE GEORGE, Removal of condition 7 (acoustic) on planning permission. The application is not available to view online yet and the Clerk had not received a hard copy, will be reviewed once further details are available.
99/19FINANCE:
Payments to be made:
£55.89 Eon
£288.60 Play safety
£125.40 A Muskett
£119.61 and £12.08 Anglian Water
£1655.43 and £1212.19 GRANGER.
£40 Village Hall
Balances: 
Current acc £108,697.08
Business acc £65,723.59
Nationwide £80,530.63
Information on DPO services for the following year available for £125, all agreed.
In an effort to reduce costs the period between grass cuts throughout the village have now been increased from 14 days to 18 days with immediate effect and it is hoped to increase this further to 21 days if the good weather holds.
A complaint was received via CBC from a resident concerning the grass cutting in Bedford Ave. The contractor has been spoken to and Clerk has written to the resident advising them of the difficulties in gaining access to the grass when building supplies and vehicles are obstructing the area.
The grass in Park Ave is very overgrown, Clerk will speak to Wrest Park enterprises.
The grass near the old school site has been churned up and requires re-seeding, Cllr Jarrard will contact the developer.
Once the Bloor handover is agreed there will be a significant payment made to the PC, Cllr Kevan and Clerk seek approval to look at possible investment funds for this money. All in agreement.
Lights have been replaced by the new development. Andy Muskett collected two of the lights that the PC had recently fitted, he will store them until required.
100/19 BLOOR HANDOVER:
The Trustees of the Silsoe Community Trust presented the proposed settlement for the Bloor Handover to the Councillors. The trustees, John Robinson, Ian Kelly and Philip Kevan (apologies from David Swain) gave a brief history of the site, update on negotiations that have taken place so far and the proposed agreement. A list of snagging and outstanding works will still be carried out. Councillor Jarrard proposed that the settlement be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr McGrory, all Councillors in agreement.
The Trustees were thanked for all of their hard work.
101/19 CONSULTATIONS & CORRESPONDENCE:
· Review of Licensing Act 2003, consultation open until 1/9/19
· Link a ride information.
· Star and Garter has been confirmed as an Asset of Community Value.
· Grand Union Housing activity day flyer.
· Magpass air ambulance donation request, all Councillors agreed to a donation of £50.
102/19 AOB:
· The hedge between Vicarage Rd and Fir Tree is overgrown, it was agreed that Clerk will write to the resident, Cllr Jarrard will confirm the address.
· Park Ave, the trees are overgrown, snapped and need cutting back. Clerk will contact Wrest Park; part of the tree has fallen across the pathway. Clerk will remind Wrest Park Enterprises of the health and safety implications to their employees, contractors and members of the public.
· A black fence in Mander farm needs attention, Cllr Jarrard will send a photo to the Clerk to report to Mainstay.
· The Bollards in Barton Rd have been erected by the cricket pitch, however there are only 2 and cars can still gain access. The third bollard is on order and should be fitted within 6 weeks.
· The wall by the Rowans still needs attention, it will be discussed at a meeting with Greensand Trust on 18/7/19.
· There is an area of hedge by 6 garages at the top of Holly Walk is overgrown, it is a PC area and Cllr Kelly will obtain a quote from the contractor.
· A meeting is taking place on 18/7/19 to discuss the Cage, once it is apparent what funding is available the PC can discuss any works.

103h/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 11th September 2019.
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