SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 11th September 2019.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, P Kevan, I Kelly. Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllr Flack, Cllr Offer, Cllr Bache, Cllr MrGrory, Cllr Harrison.
104/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
A resident enquired as to why the grass in Park Ave has not been cut over the summer months. Dogs are getting seeds caught in their coats and residents are incurring veterinary expenses. The PC explained that up until this summer they had covered the cost of cutting this are, however, the land registry has confirmed that the land is owned by Wrest Park enterprises and therefore should be maintained by them. The PC have been emailing Wrest Park enterprises over the summer months regarding grass and tree cutting and advised residents to do the same.
Parking in Park avenue is becoming an issue, vehicles are parking across The Beeches and the entrance to Wrest Park, the resident suggested double yellow lines? The resident will contact CBC.
Concerns were raised by residents over speeding vehicles in Ampthill Rd. The last speed watch data suggested that over 80 cars were travelling over the speed limit. The data from last weeks watch was not available yet.
CBC Cllr Graham confirmed that there are several issues within the village, namely rat run, congestion, yellow lines, bottle bank, 20mph zone and speed. She is in the process of arranging a meeting with the Head of Highways and the Executive member. Cllr Graham urged residents to send her relevant photographs, data and information, which she will present at the meeting.
Cllr Jarrard will check the latest speed watch data.
A resident questioned why the school bus stop is in the 30mph zone and not the 20mph zone?
Residents asked why it would not be possible to have an alternative route into Wrest Park? The Council explained that it was an issue with funding and a problem with the positioning of the Taymer roundabout.
105/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 17th July 2019 were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting. 
106/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
 Cllr Kevan declared an interest in an item of correspondence from the Scouts.
107/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· The issue of the intermittent yellow lines on the High St has now been resolved.
· A6 Site- The Barn appears to have permission to sell cars. Clerk will investigate if permission has been sought.
· There has been an issue with school transport, 6th formers have not been allowed on the bus to Harlington. CBC do not have a statutory duty to provide post 16 transport and all places on the bus are taken by younger students. Cllr Jarrard will write a letter of complaint to School transport dept and will contact the school bus company to see if an additional bus could be supplied which the PC could pay for and parents could then pay the PC accordingly.
· The issue with the bottle bank has been passed between waste services and planning. The work on the access has now been completed and the banks have been re-sited allowing easier access. The Enforcement team are not involved as it is a temporary structure and therefore does not fall within the realms of planning control. The Cllrs felt that the planning dept created the issue by granting planning permission without considering the position of the bottle bank.
· A recent meeting took place between Cllr Jarrard, Cllr Kelly, Clerk, Cllr Graham, Cllr Hegley and Julie Ogley to discuss the possibility of a health Spoke at the Community sports centre. CLLR Hegley commented that the sports centre was a  ‘superb example of what has been delivered in a community to enhance local facilities, great building, good selection of spaces, outdoor play equipment for children, open space, good parking, cricket pitch and a good coffee shop with quality offer and of course well managed from what we heard by Stevenage Leisure and the Parish Council – certainly something to be proud of and held up as a fine example of what can be achieved to be forward looking into the future’.  Outlines as to any mapping the CCG do for health service provision in villages/groups of villages and what their vision is for the future will be investigated as well as how people move to/from health settings and for what purposes? The social demands of the village will also be looked at3. It will be investigated as to if facilities such as this are to be delivered could there be a ‘write in’ for a health space – what would that be? Size, spec etc? Even if it was not used initially, but to have potential that could be used sounded interesting – rather than what is potentially faced now at Silsoe which is a modification to knocking down walls or building extensions or standalone provision, if it has to be specialist. It will be investigated as to who does the ‘health needs assessments’ for villages. Cllr Graham also raised the issues of 106, exactly what does come through this for health and where does it go? So, we are going to investigate a deeper understanding of this – pointing us to the website and 106 documents did not seem to clarify the situation.
108/19 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
Could all Councillors please encourage all residents to vote on 3rd October.
109/19 PLAY AREAS AND ROSPA OUTCOMES:
ROSPA carried out the annual inspections for the existing play areas within the village. A number of repairs are required. The quote from CPM Playgrounds came in at £2399.00 +vat, all Cllrs in agreement of the works being carried out. Clerk will make arrangements.
On the new play area, the foundation for the seesaw is moving, Bloor have been notified and the equipment will continue to be monitored. The footpath in this area will be tarmacked as part of the Bloor remedial works.
A meeting with Peter Burke to discuss completion is being arranged.
110/19 AUTUMN HEDGE CUTTING:
It was previously discussed that the hedges will be cut in the Autumn, the quote for the works is £2760+vat, all Cllrs in agreement for the work to be carried out. Grass continues to be dumped in the hedges by the Millennium Green.
There is a corner hedge by 20 The Grove and 1 The Sycamores, it is owned by Aragon housing and requires cutting back. Clerk will notify them.
111/19 FUTURE PROJECTS:
It was agreed that a list should be compiled of future project. It was suggested that the swings on the High St North play area could be replaced in the next few years, questions were asked over potential S106 money? Cllr Kelly is investigating this he has found that there is:
£8342 allocated for Recreational/Open spaces.
£7579 allocated for Outdoor sport.
£2330 allocated for informal open spaces.
An application for soft play equipment has recently been rejected as all funding is for external equipment. Money will be available for the Hayward development, but this has yet to be released.
A quote has come through for street lighting repairs in order to replace existing concrete and cement pillars and light fighting’s requiring upgrade, total costs £6455.00, all Cllrs in agreement of work being carried out.
112/19 SHREDDING:
Cllr Jarrard will obtain quoted for any shredding the Cllrs have; all dates must be checked as certain documents are required to be kept for a number of years.
113/19 PLANNING:
The Parish Council considered the following applications:
CB/TCA/19/00382 Tree works to 14 The Oaks. Cllr Harrison will inspect.
CB/19/02623/FULL 77 Newbury Lane. Whilst the Cllrs do not object to the planned extension they felt that it was not necessary to remove all of the trees identified within the plans. The trees are not situated on the footprint of the planned extended area so why would they require them to be removed? The Cllrs felt that it would spoil the area for this and neighbouring properties to have all of the trees removed. The plans also state that the drive is being widened by 3m, however it does not show an altering to the access from the public highway, is this correct?
114/19FINANCE:
Payments to be made:
£24.21 Eon
£221.32 J Robinson, expenses.
£72.95 £12.07Anglian Water
£4.076.57, £406.99, £67.20, £222.48 Grangers.
£40 Village Hall
Credit: £455.04 Eon
Balances: 
Current acc £132,758.78
Business acc £65,756.36
Nationwide £80,530.63
The Cricket club are required to have a Welfare officer, trained and available to the club. The cost of the Welfare course is £600, all Cllrs agreed for the PC to cover the costs.
The External Auditors have received our documents and are currently seeking confirmation of the accounts and relevant documents.
115/19 CONSULTATIONS & CORRESPONDENCE:
· A resident approached the PC regarding the area near the tennis courts which are overgrown. David Swain as trustee for the piece of land will look into it and report back.
· A family have approached the PC to enquire of the possibility of having a memorial bench in memory of relatives who lived in the village. The relatives will provide more information- deferred to next meeting.
· Silsoe Village Hall committee have written to the PC requesting a donation of £4000 for the next financial year, this will be discussed during the budget meeting.
· Scouts have written to the PC requesting some funding. They wish to purchase flags for the groups, they would like to order them by the end of September so that they will be able to use them at the remembrance service. The total costs are £907, all Cllrs agreed to this.
· Countryside voice magazine.
· CPRE letter and magazine.
· Fostering information.
· Remembrance Sunday road closure requirements, Clerk will contact scouts’ group.
· Information on Big Beds clean.
· Festival for older people at Flitwick 4/10/19, they sent a request for funding. Cllr Jarrard will follow this up.
· Insurance quotes have come through of the three quotes the Cllrs voted for a quote with Inspire with a fixed three-year agreement. Clerk will speak to the insurance company regarding the Cage.
116/19 AOB:
· The inside of the Cage has been cleared.
· CBC have placed a temporary fence around the school football pitch, the PC are unsure whether permission has been gained from Bloor.
· The trustees refused access for contractors to the school football pitches via the Sports centre pitches on the basis of potential damage being caused to the pitches and the drainage system. The school have their own access.
· The cricket club have painted the container and are maintaining the square. The cricket club will be taking responsibility for treating the square.
· An ECB All Stars Cricket open day has been arranged for 22/9/19 to recruit players of all ages.
· There is still some debate over the hedges at the top of Holly walk, Clerk will write to CBC planning again and copy in Mainstay requesting information on responsibility.
· The Pc are still awaiting information on the possible handover of the Bloor Development. Remedial works are ongoing. The third bollard has been installed at the access to the cricket pitch and is padlocked, the PC are still pressing for a height restriction.
· In accordance with GDPR we need to shred all confidential documents, Cllr Jarrard has a significant amount of documents that require shredding so will arrange an appointment with the company previously used by the PC. All Cllrs can shred anything they have.

117/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 9th October 2019.
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