SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 9th October 2019.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, I Kelly, Offer, Bache, Harrison, Flack, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllr Kevan, Cllr MrGrory.
118/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
None
119/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 11th September were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting. 
Matters arising: 
1. The Village Cage has now been cleared.
2. Street lighting has once again been reported, light 2 is repaired, light 1 is still not working, Clerk will follow this up again.
3. Wall in The Rowans is currently being repaired.
120/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
 None
121/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· Firstly, Cllr Graham congratulated the Neighbourhood Plan team on their success and for all their hard work and commitment to the plan.
· CBC are currently discussing the issues of traffic through the village of Silsoe and possible solutions, Cllr Graham is awaiting an update and further information.
· Ward Members have now been provided with £2000 to donate to groups within the Ward. The money is donated on a match funding basis and will need to be capital based not revenue. Cllr Graham will be looking to make donations of approximately £500 to groups within the community, applications to be made in first instance to Cllr Graham,  and grants will not be on a first come first served basis. 
122/19 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
The Referendum took place on 3rd October and a Declaration has been received from CBC that more than half of those that voted for the Neighbourhood Plan were in favour. Cllr Flack thanked the Neighbourhood Plan group, particularly Peter Offer, Julie McGrory, Jeff Offer, Helen Skepper, Jane Blumsom and Ann Webb. The Clerk will write to each of these on behalf of the PC. 
The Planning Committee now need to use the Neighbourhood Plan when considering applications. The Plan will now be formalised by CBC and will then form a legal policy sitting under the Local Plan, providing policies that are local to Silsoe.
123/19 BLOOR PLAY AREAS, WATER MEADOWS:
The wood fencing around the ponds is to be repaired week beginning 14/10/19, the safety fencing will then be removed.
The defects on the Plantation play area have now been reported twice. A meeting will be arranged to discuss all of the remedial works outstanding, there’s a number of items including drainage. There is an issue with drainage where the water flows under Barton Rd, ownership needs to be established first.
124/19 STAR AND GARTER:
Cllr Offer has been communicating with Enterprise Inns, the area manager is due to have a meeting with the proprietor to discuss the running of the pub, he has received a number of complaints from residents regarding caravans in the car park and accusations involving drugs. There is a caravan business now registered at the pub rather than wrest Park. The PC will now put forward a formal letter, expressing their concerns over the situation. Enterprise Inns are very keen to make the pub a success, especially as the village has grown so much in size. The building is listed and there is an ACV on it.
125/19 SOS CONTRIBUTION:
The SOS group have suggested that they purchase something for the benefit of the village, it was suggested a bin in the bus stop at the north side of the village, they are willing to contribute £200 towards it. Clerk will obtain a price for this.
126/19 PLANNING:
The Parish Council considered the following applications:
CB/19/03116/FULL 4 THE MAPLES, removal of conservatory and erect an orangery. No objections.
CB/19/02642/FULL 1&2 THRIFTWOOD BARNS, retrospective as built amendments to that approved under notice for prior approval CB/16/01595/PAAD. No objections.
CB/19/02704/FULL 85 ALDER WYND, single storey side extension. No objection.
CB/19/02596/FULL LAND OPPOSITE ROUNDABOUT AT JUCNTION OF COLLEGE CHASE, Installation of plant equipment. Cllrs will need to review this application further.
The Enforcement team are investigating the selling of cars on the A6, planning permission was granted for the sale of cars (CB/18/04322/FULL) but it appears that vehicles are being sold outside the permitted area.

127/19FINANCE:
Payments to be made:
Grangers £2035.12, £413.40, £337.68 
Village Hall £60
L Bains £250
Mazars £480
Shredding £72
A Muskett £125.40, £2850.00
Corden £1030.50
Cricket club £255.00
Scout flags £1014.75
Balances: 
Current acc £127,262.77
Business acc £65,756.36
Nationwide £80,530.63
It was agreed at the last meeting for street lighting works to be carried out at a cost of £6455.00, the current invoice has been for £2850 for the first 9 lights that have been converted (2were retrieved from the high street) the remaining works to the 10 decorative lights will be carried out once the parts are received in 2-4wks. There are now 5 concrete columns, but they are all still in good condition, no cracking or splitting and the doors sit fit well, there is nothing apart from age affecting their structural integrity.
Grangers have requested that they keep cutting the football pitches due to growth, agreed. Clerk will contact him regarding hedges.
Cricket works have been carried out to protect the area over winter.
128/19 CONSULTATIONS & CORRESPONDENCE:
Came and company reorganisation information.
Robin Road mobile app.
Public spaces consultation has been reopened due to an issue over one of the questions, anyone who has completed the initial consultation will need to resubmit their views, consultation is open until 23/12/19.
Street watch have requested that the PC fund the use of the village hall for two hours for a meeting, all agreed, Clerk will confirm this.

129/19 AOB:
· The PC will support the poppy appeal. Clerk has arranged a road closure fir the Scouts to parade on Remembrance Sunday.
· The PC are in talks with the school as to how to support one another.
· The Co-Op opens on 25/10/19.
· Allotment demands are about to be sent out.
· Two incidences of ASB, damage on the allotment and a nuisance car have been reported. The crime statistics showed 3assaults without injury and 2 threats to kill in the village in September.
· The village are appealing for more residents to take part in the advent windows, they need 8 more windows.
· Cllr Harrison is still working on the Cage refurbishment.
· Clerk is still chasing CBC regarding the Mainstay responsibility for hedges.
130/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 13th November 2019.
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