SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 13th November 2019.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, I Kelly, Offer, Harrison, Kevan, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
Apologies: Cllr Bache, Flack, McGrory.
131/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
None.
132/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 9th October 2019 were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting. 
Matters arising: 
1. Street lighting has once again been reported, light 2 is repaired, light 1 is still not working, Clerk will follow this up again.
2. David Swain has looked into the issue of the hedges behind the tennis courts and has made a plan with the resident concerned.
3. There have been complaints regarding the hedgerow behind Ampthill Rd, Cllr Jarrard has attempted to speak to the resident concerned and has been unable to, he will try again.
133/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
 None
134/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· The two silver boxes in Newbury Lane will be painted green in January 2020.
· There have been two requests with regards to the current development on the land east of the High Street, they are mainly concerned with car parking and number of bedrooms.
· There have been complaints regarding the sunken pavement from Silsoe to Clophill, running alongside the road, there has been an ongoing issue on determining who has responsibility. The plan is to add this area to the network of footpaths once the new building is complete.
· Minor works to the |High St are planned prior to Christmas. There will be diagonal road narrowing strips at the entrance to the 20mph zone, Cllr Graham will also discuss the possible signage on the A6, directing visitors to the south entrance of the village.
· CBC have data from the Police showing that there is an 90% compliance with the 20mph zone, Cllr Graham will clarify where this data has been retrieved from? The last speed watch data from within the village showed 250 cars, 80 of which were over the speed limit, this has been forwarded to the police. Cllr Jarrard will pass on the speed watch data to Cllr Graham.
· The Local Plan will not be resolved till at least spring 2020. There have been a series of questions asked by the inspectors, this is standard practice and CBC will be responding in due course.
· Cllr Graham is a member of the  Police and Crime Panel meeting on Rural Policing, she raised the topic of low confidence in the force at a previous meeting, as a possible agenda item for the next meeting. It was agreed that a task and finish group should be setup to revisit the conclusions of a previous T&F group,, Cllr Graham will be a member of this.
· A6 Clophill roundabout will have traffic lights at some point in the future.
135/19 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
A Declaration has been received from CBC confirming that the Neighbourhood Plan has been signed off, checked by the legal team and is now formally adopted as part of the Development Plan for Central Bedfordshire.
136/19 BLOOR UPDATE, INCLUDING CRACKS TO PAVEMENTS:
The cracks in the pavement refers to subsidence of the path on the southside of the entrance to the community centre, the path is falling into the drainage ditch, this will form part of Bloor’s remedial works, they will tarmac the paths leading to the play areas at the same time. An inspection of the site has been carried out by Bloor but has not been published yet.
The small safety fence around the ponds has been erected, the existing fencing will be removed in due course.
The play area is still owned and maintained by Bloor, they have carried out work to the gate, work to the climbing frame is yet to be completed. They are monitoring the foundation on the roundabout.
Dogs are not permitted in the play area, once adopted the PC will put up appropriate signage.
137/19 VILLAGE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, PC DONATION:
All Cllrs agreed to donate £500, as per last year.
138/19 STAR AND GARTER:
Cllr Offer has been communicating with Enterprise Inns and they are working with the current leaseholder.
139/19 SILSOE NEWS:
The Silsoe News submitted a financial summary of their accounts and projection for the next financial year, they requested a grant from the PC to support them this year, all Cllrs agreed to a grant of £250 as per the budget , the payment was approved and £250  will be included in next year’s budgeting.
140/19 VE DAY 08/05/20:
The Pc would like to encourage street parties within the village, the church bells will be ringing to mark the occasion. The Cllrs felt it was worth contacting the Silsoe Community trust to see if they had plans, Clerk will do this.
141/19 MILLENIUM GREEN:
The Millennium Green Committee have requested all the paths be sprayed with weed killer; at the moment the edges are sprayed at a cost of approximately £56. Cllr Kelly will obtain a quote from Grangers for the annual estimated costs of this work, the committee are happy to contribute to the costs.
142/19 PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER:
Cllr Kelly and the clerk some time ago researched PSPO and whether dogs can be excluded from the football pitches. Last week they both attended a meeting with CBC to seek further information. In order to achieve a PSPO exclusive to the village the PC would need to support its case with evidence. All residents are encouraged to complete the current online consultation, evidence will also be gained from the football users and gym members. The more evidence the PC can submit, the greater their chances of achieving this.
143/19/19 PLANNING:
The Parish Council considered the following applications:
CB/19/03547/FULL 12 ELM DRIVE. The building works will have an impact on parking as they will suffer the loss of a garage, at the moment the front of the dwelling is laid with aggregate to accommodate two vehicles. . The drawing indicates capacity for three vehicles to be parked on the front garden but does not accurately show the proposed future parking arrangements. There is concern that the proposed works residents will park vehicles in the roadway. Given the position of the dwelling on a corner site of the cul-de-sac and adjacent two other dwellings this may cause issues. Could the Council also request installation of an electrical car charging point? The Cllrs are concerned it is an over development of the site and it fails to provide adequate in0curtilage parking.
CB/19/03495/FULL 4 POPLAR CLOSE The proposed porch creates a vestibule which reduces the garden area in the front of the dwelling. 
CB/19/03488/ADV LAND OPPOSITE THE ROUNDABOUT AT JUNCTION OF COLLEGE CHASE No objection
CB/19/03403/FULL 21 ELM DRIVE No objection
CB/19/02816/VOC LAND EAST OF HIGH STREET No objection
CB/19/03670/FULL 62 AMPTHILL RD No objection.
CB/19/03792/FULL 5 SILBURY CT, no objection.
An email has been received from High Street Homes, a developer looking to develop land to the south of the village. He has requested a meeting with the PC to discuss this.  The Clerk will decline, the Cllrs felt that they could not see any benefit to the village will be gained from this development and can see no reason why the objectives as set out In the Neighbourhood Plan should be set aside for this.
144/19FINANCE:
The lights within the village have now all been upgraded, Clerk to contact CBC with a view to discussing the adoption of the lights, £2000 to be left in the budget for the moment.
Neighbourhood Plan budget to be kept in case there are further costs?
A quote of £3131 has been obtained for the work required to the cage, the door will be repaired separately. Permission is to be obtained from the conservation officer at CBC. The Cllrs have agreed in principal to spending the money, £7000 has been put aside for the repairs of the cage.
£2000 has been moved into the budget for cutting of football pitches and cricket pitch. The cricket club would like to take on the physical maintenance of the cricket pitch but would need to be provided with the equipment. The Silsoe Community Recreational trust has looked at lawnmower, a reconditioned one would cost £15,000, other suppliers are still being investigated. The Trust put forward a proposal that if the cricket club agree to cut the football pitches, hereby saving the PC money on grass cutting for both pitches would the PC agree to split the cost of the equipment? It was agreed in principal that a 50:50 share of costs with the Trust, subject to the cricket club agreeing to cut the football pitches and, when the Trust had a final recommended mower purchase proposal, that the share of the cost be supported by a cash flow statement confirming the expected payback period, enabling the PC to make a final decision regarding contribution. Cllr Kevan stated that a decision would need to be made prior to the next meeting as confirmation would need to e prompt to avoid loosing the equipment.
Payments to be made:
Grangers £2089.11
Village Hall £70
L Bains £250
A Muskett £4560.00
Scout flags £91.65, £85
EON £77.63
Horticultural supplies £104.58
CPM £2661.60
Clerk expenses £324.96
Balances: 
Current acc £122,826.14
Business acc £65,756.36
Nationwide £80,530.63
Most of the allotment rents have now been collected and will be paid in.
Funds from the Sports centre will be transferred back into the PC account, it is returned to the account but will remain earmarked for the trust.
A resident has contacted CBC with regards to S106 money that the landowner requested be put aside for the benefit of the village. The amount set on 1/4/19 was £6243.00, however the website shows it now as £5742.31. The funds will not be directly released the PC will look into applying for it on behalf of the village hall.
A budget meeting will need to be set, Clerk will look at hall availability and available times before Christmas and email around. Possibly a Monday or Wednesday evening?
Mazars, the external auditors made the following recommendations for minor improvements:
· Box 11 in Section 2 and box K were left blank when they should have n/a
· More information had to be requested re the variances
· Internal auditor stated petty cash was supported by receipts when there is no petty cash.
Vat claim for £4663.81 has been submitted.
145/19 CONSULTATIONS & CORRESPONDENCE:
· Barclays changes to business account.
· Resident providing information on overgrowth of hedges.
· CBC Consultation for schools, open until 20/01/20
· Thank you letter from Scouts for the donation of the flags
· CBC safer communities’ consultation
· London Luton Airport consultation regarding a new terminal building
· 

146/19 AOB:
Cllr Offer has set up a meeting with Richard Proctor concerning the boundary missing by the bottle bank.
It was confirmed that the Hawthorn bushes along Park Ave are the responsibility of Wrest Park.
Concerns were raised over the footpath leading up to the new co-op, there is a gap between the roundabout and the car park, no footpath for approximately 5m.
A road closure was in place for Remembrance Sunday but not enforced by CBC with signage or policing? Clerk will follow this up. The Scouts group paraded for Remembrance Sunday and the new flags were blessed after the church service.
There have been 7 incidents of crime this month.
147/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 11TH December 2019.
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