SILSOE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in                                                                                                                      
Silsoe Village Hall on Wednesday 11th December 2019.
Present: Cllr Jarrard in the Chair   
Cllrs. L Mann, I Kelly, Offer, Harrison, Kevan, Bache.
Apologies: Central Bedfordshire Councillor Alison Graham.
148/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
None.
149/19 MINUTES:
Minutes of 13th November were agreed and signed as correct record of the meeting. 
Unfortunately, due to work commitments Cllr Helen Flack has resigned from the Parish Council, the chairman would like to thank Helen for all of her hard work and commitment to the PC, especially towards the Neighbourhood Plan.
Matters arising: 
1. There have been complaints regarding the hedgerow behind Ampthill Rd, Cllr Jarrard has written to the residents concerned.
2. Clarification is required as to whether Highways have accepted responsibility for the footpath running from the end of Newbury Lane towards Clophill. Clerk will speak to Cllr Graham.
3. The Clerk has had it confirmed by the planning department that a pathway into the Co-Op from the roundabout was not on the original plans, therefore there has been no breach. The PC will contact Highways as it is a matter of safety.
4. CBC confirmed that the road closure arrangements for Remembrance Sunday were not provided, in for future reference it is at the discretion of the police as to whether they attend such events and it is u to the PC to make the arrangements.
5. An update was provided following the Street watch meeting. Approximately 14 people expressed an interest in being involved in the scheme, so far 5 people have put themselves forward for vetting. More volunteers are required, the PC will advertise in the newsletter and on the website and social media.
150/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
 Cllr Jarrard declared an interest with the planning application as he lives in close proximity.
151/19 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR UPDATE:
· Some of the new road markings have been completed, Cllr Graham will check regarding the diagonals. 
· Cllr Graham is looking into the planning application for 24 High Street.
· Highways have cut back the greenery as you leave the A6 at the Taymer roundabout.
152/19 PURCHASE OF LAWNMOWER FOR USE BY THE CRICKET CLUB:
It was agreed in principle at the last meeting that the PC would contribute to the purchase of the lawnmower on the basis that the cricket club would cut the football pitches as well as the cricket pitch.
This agreement has been reconfirmed via email since the last meeting and the purchase of the lawnmower is to procced, the following items are to be purchased:
Hayter LT324 Mower £7500.00
Allet tournament 24-cylinder mower £1750.00
[bookmark: _GoBack]Compressor required for cleaning the lawnmowers was also agreed.
The Hayter will need to be insured for road use, the clerk is obtaining quotes. 
The order has now been confirmed and payment will take place once the equipment has been serviced. The equipment will be stored in a sealed unit at the cricket ground, Cllr Kelly to look at ventilation.
An agreement for grass cutting is to be drawn up with the cricket club.
153/19 A6 TAYMER ROUNDABOUT TO CLOPHILL ROUNDABOUT:
There is a public pathway which involves pedestrians crossing the A6, currently there is no indication of this to drivers, it was suggested that possible road markings, warning signs or a reduction in speed be investigated. Clerk will contact Highways; it would be potentially dangerous for the PC to start encouraging pedestrians to cross without the go ahead in terms of safety from Highways.
154/19 WEBSITE:
Cllr Flack will happily look after and maintain the current website until April 2020. No current Councillors felt that they had the technical skills to take on the responsibility, the PC will advertise for a volunteer, Clerk will also see if Cllr Flack knows of anyone who would be able to assist?
155/19 PATHWAY TO WREST PARK:
Clerk has looked into the legalities of the pc installing a path on the land approaching Wrest Park and the PC can, even though they do not own the land providing they enter into a contract with the landowner. Plans have been looked at and David Swain is currently drawing up draft document which can be presented to Wrest Park for agreement.  It was agreed in principal that one path would be looked into on the side leading to the Church at a width of approximately 1.5m, some trees need removing completely, others require work, it was agreed the work would need to be carried out to the trees on both sides. If additional funds became available then the PC would consider the pathway on both sides.
Clerk to contact English Heritage and Highways for further information and possibility of financial support?
156/19 MILLENIUM GREEN:
The Millennium Green Trust have agreed to the cost of the weeding, Cllr Kelly has confirmed the work with the contractor. A copy of the financial accounts for the Millennium green has been provided and no funding will be required for the next financial year.
157/19 ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR:
Antisocial behaviour is becoming an issue within the village and young people are being quite confrontational when approached, in turn residents are apprehensive around certain teenagers. Residents are encouraged to report all incidents to the Police, particularly if it escalates or becomes dangerous. The Police need to have all incidents recorded so that they are able to put a plan in action, if they are not aware of the issue then they are unable to resolve it. This will be included in the newsletter to encourage residents to report incidents.
158/19 PLANNING:
CB/19/03858/ADV 24 HIGH ST Advertisement change. 
CB/19/03857/FULL 24 HIGH ST Change of use from A1 to a mixed category of A1 and A5 and consent to display an advertisement.
Whilst the PC are not averse to the idea of a takeaway within the village and are aware that a significant number of residents maybe in favour of this application. They are concerned with the location, it is on the narrowest part of the High St, where there already issues with traffic and it will encourage more parked cars therefore escalating the problem. They are also concerned with the issue of ventilation and the potential environmental issues with the odour. One Cllr declared an interest, one abstained meaning a Majority of three Cllrs were in favour of submitting comments to CBC.
A Neighbourhood Plan checklist example for potential developments has been issued by Tom at CBC, Cllr Offer will look at amend this so that it is applicable to Silsoe.
159/19 PRECEPT AND BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR:
A meeting took place on 9th December 2019 to discuss the finances for the following financial year, a number of projects were discussed including:
· pathway to Wrest Park.
· traffic calming within the village and the school crossing at Mander Farm Rd.
· Play equipment for the north end of the village, S106 money will be available for a hard surface pitch.
· Improvements to lighting at the north end of the High St and the pathway from the new Co-op to the High St.
· Works to the Cage, £7000 has already been agreed.
The “Precept Base” file shows how the precept is translated into Parishioners’ tax bills. For 2020-21, CBC have confirmed that our “tax base” (this converts the number of ‘”real” households into the equivalent number if all are in Band D, and then discounts it for the households which don’t have to pay council tax) is 1,340. This is an increase of 5.3% on the number for 2019/20 of 1,272. Presumably this has been adjusted for the new homes on the old school site, off Newbury Lane etc..
This therefore means if we make the per household precept contribution the same as last year, the total precept received by the PC will increase by 5.3% to £64,186 (the current year’s precept is £60,929). To assist with discussion, the precept would increase by £642 for every 1% increase in the per household bill.
It was agreed that a 2.5% increase would be applied for, which would give an overall increase of 8%. Against expenditure this would still leave the PC with a shortfall for the following year, this will be financed from the available funds left at the end of this financial year.
160/19FINANCE:
Payments to be made:
Grangers £4551.62
Village Hall £40
EON £77.63
Came and Company £4227.64
Silsoe News £250
RJW Machinery £11,100
Eon £27.53
Clerk expenses £324.96 (Not paid last month)
£500 Christmas lights
Balances: 
Current acc £109,022.48
Business acc £65,789.15
Nationwide £80,530.63
The outstanding balance for the Bowls club will be transferred out of the account.
161/19 CONSULTATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE:
· Barclays letter outlining changes to Business accounts.
· Fireworks flyer for VE Day.
162/19 AOB:
· There is an issue with rats on the allotments, as the landowners the PC have agreed to finance the costs of £270 approximately to have them removed. PC will be invoiced.
· The new bin was agreed for the bus stop at the North of the village, the square bin offering recycling will be ordered.
· EI are still discussing the ongoing issues with The Star and Garter, the Pc have reported residents’ concerns.
· Due to a possible issue with supply of backup power to the Defibrillator at the pub it has been removed. This is largely due to safety; the PC are concerned that that the appliance may not be fully functional if required and it is at risk of being damaged due to the cold weather. Alternatives can be found at the allotment and the sports centre. An update has been issued on FB, on the website and in the newsletter.
· Morris dancers normally dance on the High St on Boxing Day, with no pub this year a discussion took place as to whether the PC could provide refreshments and it still go ahead, there are not enough Cllrs available to manage the event unfortunately.
163/19 NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 15th January 2020.
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