Silsoe Parish Council – Chairman’s Report 24/25

My first year as Chairman has been a busy one. Taking over the reigns from Ian Kelly after he has served for so many years has been daunting, but I would like to express my gratitude to him for all his help and advice.
My tenure began in May and the first major project was the 80th commemorations for          D-Day on the 6th June. There was much to organise but I’m pleased to say the event was extremely well attended with over 200 villagers marking this special occasion. Thankfully the weather was kind and fish and chip suppers were enjoyed by all before the beacon was lit at 9.15 to join in with the national commemorations. Thank you to all involved.
July saw the annual Fun Day and Dog Show. Sadly, the weather wasn’t at all kind for this event with persistent heavy rain and wind, but everybody soldiered on and we actually had a few visitors to our stand !
 As Chairman I have attempted to continue Ian’s initiative to be present each month at the SOS meeting in the village hall. The purpose is to be a point of contact with the Parish Council to answer any questions or help with any issues and I’m pleased to say some have taken advantage of this to raise concerns which I have then fed back to the Council.
Christmas saw the staging of our annual Advent Window competition and after a slow start we eventually got the full 24 displays. The windows all looked wonderful, and the Christmas Elves chose their top three. Again, huge thanks to all those involved especially Lou Ellis for organising the whole event.
The New Year has seen a number of developments in the village.
 Cranfield University in partnership with Marston Vale has begun a significant tree planting exercise on their land to the west of the village. 60,000 trees are due to be planted, and the Parish Council has taken a close interest in the project meeting with those involved to discuss the details and how they will impact the village.
Without doubt though, the most significant news is that, after a battle lasting over 10 years, the Parish Council has finally taken control of important areas of land within the village. These are the Orchard ( behind the co-op), the Village Park ( cricket pitch), the Community Woodland area to the west, and the Plantation View play area. The hard-working team who secured this handover deserve all our thanks as they have now preserved important green spaces from the threat of development.
As Chairman of the Planning Committee, I oversee our input to the various planning applications within the village and this year I spent quite some time trying to discover who had purchased the land to the south of the village between Barton Rd and the A6.  Lagan Homes are the new custodians and as the name suggests, we unfortunately expect there to be some form of application made to develop the site. The land also extends behind the Beeches and we have successfully managed to get Tree Preservation Orders on the avenue of 32 Horse Chestnut trees. We will of course keep a close eye on this as well as the proposed major Greenwood development between Barton and Silsoe.
 At the time of writing, we are also aware that the company looking to build a new retirement village adjacent to the Taymer Nursing Home site are progressing with the final hurdle to their development. Permission was granted despite the Parish Council’s robust objections.
Traffic, speeding and parking continue to be major issues within the village and Cllr Willard has provided an update in his report.
The Parish Council has gained in number this year and we have welcomed three new Councillors. I would like to thank all the team for their hard work and support.
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