Allotments 2024/25
Plots and Tenants
The number of plots varies each year as small plots are sometimes merged into larger plots or, if there is a demand, large plots are divided into smaller plots to give more people the opportunity to have an allotment. This year there are currently 88 plots, and 81 tenants. There are more plots than tenants because some tenants have 2 plots. All but about 6 of these 81 tenants are Silsoe residents.
Since the pandemic, when there was a surge in demand and we managed to squeeze in 92 plots, several of the tenants that took on plots at that time have realised that they are unable to maintain an allotment and have handed their plots back. This has resulted in me having to work hard to find new tenants. I have successfully done this, and we have 10 new tenants this year-the most since 2016, when there were 14. There are no vacancies, all plots are taken and there is a short waiting list.
Other Matters
Trackway Repairs
By the middle of 2024, it was apparent that, over time, a combination of vehicles, rainwater and the passage of time had caused much of the trackway around the site to become very uneven, leaving both sunken and raised areas hazardous to walkers and vehicles. Repairs were necessary so we managed to obtain several tonnes of tarmac planings which were donated free of charge by Winton Haulage. Several plotholders spent two hard days loading this into barrows and spreading it into the worst areas of the trackway. Although not perfect, the trackway is now much better than it was before.
Rubbish Clearance
Over a period of many years, detritus had accumulated in 2 areas of the site, the northeast corner where the Millennium Green hedge meets the High Street, and the area to the left of the shop container. This consisted of lightweight items, blown there by the wind, and heavier items that were flytipped-not just allotments waste but also some items that were clearly brought in from outside-a car bumper, for example. The unrestricted access to the site makes it easy for this to happen.  The club has recently 
paid a licenced waste collector to remove this waste to make the site tidier. Advisory signage has also been placed to try and stop this from happening again. 
Rodent Control
Following the completion of the very last phase of building work on the Hayfields Estate at the end of 2023/beginning of 2024, it was reported to me that there had been a significant increase in the number of sightings of rats and mice on the allotments site. This is because the rodents living in the fields where the housebuilding took place were disturbed and migrated across the road to the allotments. It was also widely reported in the media that the mild winter and extended period of wet weather in the first part of last year caused an increase in rodent populations everywhere. We have always exercised control of rodents by using approved bait blocks and boxes. This was stepped up using an approved but different brand of bait, and from autumn last year up to the present day there have been no sightings reported to me of rodents on the allotments site, so the problem is back under control. In 2023, a total of 8 bait blocks were used across the entire year –  in comparison, that number rose to 32 blocks in 2024 - 24 of which were consumed in the 4 days from Good Friday to Easter Monday. Rodenticide signs were posted to warn dog owners.
Electricity Bill
In 2023/24 the electricity bill for the allotments shop was much higher than usual. This was partly due to massive increases in charges by all energy suppliers, but even allowing for that, it seemed too high. There was one week when the heaters were left on to protect the potato order, but they were set to a frost setting and would only have come on when the temperature dropped below 5 degrees, then switched off again when it reached that level. As the supply company did not even know where the meter was located, it is suspected that they had based previous bills on estimated usage and got them completely wrong. Several power suppliers did not read meters during the Covid pandemic years. We have conducted some comparison tests and there is about 4 kilowatts clocking up on the meter every week when everything except the defibrillator is switched off – even in the summer months. The defibrillator is highly unlikely to be using that much power if it is working correctly so this 4kw per week power usage is a mystery. It is possible that the meter itself is faulty. It is also possible that an unknown external device is consuming that power, but after checking, we have not been able to find anything. It will be interesting to see what the reading is for 2024/25. On an average tariff, 4kw per week is about £50-60 per year.
Club Committee
The club committee has undergone various personnel changes. Sadly our treasurer Phyllis Edwards passed away in 2024, so we have a new treasurer, Mick Platt, a chartered accountant. Bob Appleyard has retired from the committee due to other work commitments and we have some new members. The current members are:
Astrid Browne (Chair)
Mick Platt (Treasurer)
Judy Reid (Membership secretary)
Louise Platt (Minutes secretary)
Peter Virgo (Allotments plot manager)
Karolina Pierra-Harris (Social Events)
Maria Birrell (Shop)
Sandra Brown (Shop)
Louise Reeves (General)
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